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a Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 
ae you have not called 


4 CALL TODA 


Confidential wrestling news from every promotion! 
¢ Results from all live ECW events including pay-per-views! 
e Vote for the ECW Wrestler of the Year! 

° Hear Joey Styles “shoot” from the hip! 


This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary-dialed phones 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1.00 


Kids under 18 need parental permission before Calling 4813/10-98/4e 
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Reprinted from the July 1988 issue 
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Reprinted from the May 1989 issue 
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Reprinted from the November 1990 issue 


70 JESSE VENTURA 
Reprinted from the April 1991 issue 


74 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
Reprinted trom the August 1992 issue 


78 SID VICIOUS 
Reprinted from the October 1993 issue 


82 SHAWN MICHAELS 
Reprinted from the November 1994 issue 


86 BRET HART 
Reprinted from the February 1995 issue 
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Reprinted from the December 1996 issue 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


INNESOTA VIKINGS QUARTERBACK Randall Cun- 

ningham is a very special athlete. Not because of his ability 

to uncork a 60-yard bullet to wideouts Cris Carter or Randy 
Moss, but because the former Philadelphia Eagle rose from the ashes of 
semi-retirement two years ago to become the Maxwell Club’s 1998 NFL 
Player of the Year. 

It isn’t very often that an athlete who is believed to have exhausted his 
value ever returns to his former greatness, or in Cunningham’s case, 
exceeds it. In fact, very few former greats even get the chance to try. 

But in the world of professional wrestling, the opposite is true. In no 
other sport can a competitor disappear from the field of play, the scruti- 
ny of the media, and the consciousness of the fans, only to re-emerge 
weeks, months, even years later, and become relevant to the sport again. 
And nowhere else is this unique characteristic demonstrated as clearly as 
in the “PWI Interview Special.” 

In this issue, we revisit gab sessions with former greats such as Pat 
Patterson and Jesse “The Body” Ventura. Two or three years ago, I 
would have never dreamed of using Patterson or Ventura in an interview 
special, but today, these guys are more than just former champions. 
Patterson is the right-hand man (albeit a bumbling stooge) of arguably 
the most powerful man in wrestling and Ventura is the governor of 
Minnesota. Suddenly, there is renewed interest in the careers of both 
men and we hope to show our readers what these guys were like in their 
primes. 

Others, like Bam Bam Bigelow and Sid Vicious, both of whom 
exploded on the scene years ago but failed to make any lasting impact, 
have ressurected their careers. They are hot again. Sid is making a run at 
Taz’ ECW heavyweight title and Bigelow has established himself as a 
major force in WCW. 

This element of timelessness has made our interview special a 
favorite issue among our readers, some of whom write in from time to 
time and ask me if I ever worry about running out of topical material. 
Well, all I can say about that is that the archives here at London 
Publishing contain over 20 years worth of interviews ... and who knows 
where any forgotten name from the past will show up next. 

So don’t worry about us, faithful readers, you just keep reading em, 
and we’ll keep putting *em out. 


—Stu Saks 
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This exact-scale replica of the WCW World Heavyweight Championship belt 
measures 4 feet 8 inches long & is made of simulated leather the exact 
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Patterson. Ever since he was betrayed by new 

manager Lou Albano, Patterson has vowed a 
policy of vengeance. And the fans have supported his 
path. But Pat Patterson professes no interest in 
whether he hears jeers or cheers. He has more impor- 
tant matters to discuss and accomplish. He talks 
about his career and life with Associate Editors Gary 
Morgenstein, Steven Farhood, and Stu Saks. 


[: jeers have turned to cheers for Pat 


GARY MORGENSTEIN: Pat, we'd like to thank you 
for... 

PAT PATTERSON: Yeah, yeah, let’s get on with this, 
I got other things to do. 

STEVEN FARHOOD: Like? 

PATTERSON: Like? Like beating Lou Albano to a 
bloody pulp, that’s what. Paying that fat worm back 
for what he and my former friend Wizard did to me. 
STU SAKS: Maybe our readers would like to hear 
your side of the story. 

PATTERSON: Gladly. First off, Grand Wizard never 
consulted me about the sale of my contract. My 
attorney informed me that, under the terms of my 
contract, | had to be consulted. Of course, | didn’t 
know that. 

MORGENSTEIN: So when you were in that six-man 
tag team with The Samoans, you were legally not 
bound to be there. 

PATTERSON: Exactly, Gary. But | didn’t know that. 
As a man of honor, I felt bound to go along with the 
sale, no matter how painful it was. Wrestling is an 
honorable sport with honorable men. When vermin 
like Albano and Wizard get involved, they cheapen 
the sport I love. 

SAKS: What were you feeling when you got into the 
ring, forced to wrestle for a man you hated, and with 
men you despised? 

PATTERSON: Like my heart was somewhere on 
Jupiter. Hollow, empty, just like a sack of potatoes 
after the barbecue. | wanted to wrestle as well as | 
can, because | never give less than 100 percent. But 
it wasn’t easy. 

FARHOOD: Did you ever consider that Albano 
would stab you in the back? 

PATTERSON: Not right then. | made the nearly fatal 


error of underestimating that fat 
pot of sauce. | thought he actually 
wanted to work with me and get 
Backlund’s title. Then I saw 
Albano’s nothing but a sickening 
liar. 

MORGENSTEIN: What about The 
Samoans? 

PATTERSON: Puppets, dangerous 
robots Albano has programmed. 
What he doesn’t understand is that 
anyone can be programmed. If 
Albano can warp their primitive 
minds toward evil, someone else 
can change it for good. 

SAKS: Are you working on that? 
PATTERSON: I'd rather not say. 
FARHOOD: What about the reac- 
tion of the fans? How is it for you to 
hear fans cheering? 

PATTERSON: Doesn’t matter much 
to me. 

FARHOOD: Why not? 
PATTERSON: Because | can’t be 
bothered with fans cheering or 
booing me. I’m still as rough and 
tough as ever. Now I’ve got an 
entire lynch mob after me. Wizard 
and Albano have sent their hench- 
men after me. They’re terrified of 
what happens when I’ve polished 
off all their goons. 
MORGENSTEIN: What happens 
then? 

PATTERSON: | go after them. 
SAKS: But The Grand Wizard 
doesn’t wrestle. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Preparing for another run at WWF 
World champion Bob Backlund ... 
The Grand Wizard had sold his 
contract to Capt. Lou Albano ... 
Albano turned against Patterson, 
who vowed revenge. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 3 in 
WWE. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Retired 
after feud with Albano and Wizard 
... Started doing color commentary 
on WWF broadcasts with Vince 
McMahon ... Came out of retire- 
ment briefly to answer taunts by 
Ivan Koloff in 1983 ... Established 


PATTERSON: If 
his entire empire 
hinges on him 
fighting me, he'll 
do it. 
FARHOOD: 
How would you 
compel the Grand 
Wizard to wres- 
tle you? 
PATTERSON: By 
cutting him off 
from his liveli- 
hood. Soon all 
his wrestlers 
will desert him 
and treat him | 
with the same | 
callous indiffer- 
ence he gave me 
in that sale of 
my contract. | 
Soon, the Wiz 
will be isolated 
from all of 
wrestling. He'll 
have no big 
goon to protect 
him. That's when 
he’ll be forced into wrestling me. 
SAKS: And Albano? 

PATTERSON: Remember, Albano’s 
proven himself a coward through- 
out his career. That’s why he 
turned to managing, because he’s 
afraid to wrestle. But | know a 
way to flush him out. He likes to 


himself as part of McMahon’s inner 
circle. 

CURRENT STATUS: Has lost credi- 
bility with McMahon, thanks to his 
bumbling antics with associate/ 
Corporate rival Jerry Brisco ... 
Squeezed out by Shane McMahon 
as well ... Along with Brisco, com- 
peted against Kane and Chyna dur- 
ing the past year. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Stu 
Saks): “I’m struck by how Pat- 
terson’s demeanor back then was 
so close to Steve Austin’s today, He 
was getting a huge reception by the 
fans, but said he couldn’t care less 


Pat Patterson has absolutely no use for Capt. Lou Albano. 
He calls him a “lying backstabber” and finds great pleasure 
in beating him mercilessly in the ring. 


be at ringside, watching and help- 
ing his men cheat their way to vic- 
tory. That'll be his big mistake. 
One day soon, he won’t leave 
ringside. 

SAKS: What'll happen? 
PATTERSON: You'll have to wait 
and see. O 


about it. He compared The 
Samoans to robots with primitive 
minds. Gee, that’s exactly what 
people are saying about the 
Stooges today.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “I tried to honor my 
obligations to those sleazeballs Lou 
Albano and The Grand Wizard 
because I’m a man of integrity. 
Malcontents like Austin wouldn’t 
understand anything about that. 
Besides, Albano and Wizard ran 
mom-and-pop shops compared to 
the Corporation. Mr. McMahon is 
the greatest boss in the world!” 
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CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES | WWF HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION **(all mint in package)"* (1990 - 1994) 
FIGURES LINES: All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 

WWE LN & inch Wrestling Figures from 1584-1989 Headshrinker Samu Tatenks 01 
WF Hasbro 4 inch figures from 1990-1995, Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 Berzerker 
WWF Sakis 6 inch Figures from 1996-1997 Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Mountie E| Matador 
WWF Jus Toy Bendems 5 figutres from 1950 
WOW Gallot 4 inch Figures fram 1990 
WCW San Francisco Foymakers 7 tach Figutes from 1994-1996 
CMLL 5 inch mexican Woestiers froin 1992 
AWA 5 inch Remco Wrestling Figures From 1988 


SUPERSTORE 


KING KONG BUNDY 
6 INCH ACTION FIGURE 


LAS, Undertaker #1 Scott Steiner 
Hacksaw Duggan #2 Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


Ultimate Warior 93 (Purple Trunks) - $50.00 ea, Utimate Warrior #2 (White) —_. $30.00 a. 
Hooiky Took Man —__._.. $49.00 62. Utimate Warrior #1 (Green Trans) — $35.00 es, 


+ Highly detailed with 3 points of articulation 
« Compatible with other 6 inch action figures 


SERIES1 . ee S00 —————— $30.00 ea 
currently on the market Ses etiam potion ane eis 
* Limited to only 10,000 figures WE HAVE 3 OMFFERENT WINDS AVAILABLE Hulk Hogan #3 (with Holkapler) —. $30.00 ea, Randy Savage (King wi Crown) ——. $30.09 et 

* Each figure comes on its own full color blister card —_ | 1)">l4Hesryweight Qurpionse 2) West Tag Team Charpionyp ed bal Ha le eae ee 
2 heseetel Ooeetren, a ae es om 
2 VERSIONS: $8 .00 each AYE OFFER THEM IN 3 OFFERENT WAYS: ur any single elt or $3.00 each Crush #1 ———-—— $25.00a, Razer Ramon #2 (with Black Vest) — $25.00 ea, 
-Regular King Kon: ng Baty -OR- Tales S Tn meee Best 2 World Tag Team Bets prepherch bp ssc we He jose helt tog) — a a 
, eam = jer Hug) —— a 

-Blood Spattered King Kons Bundy 2 for $15.00 1 2PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 contains: Ted bls Te Gut Ot) $000, os . 


3 World Heavy weight Belts, 3 International Belts, 6 World Tag Teatn Belts 
SERIES 2 

EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALUION, 

We have 4 Different Mids Available: 


WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS GBS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 
The Bushwackers 41 (Luka & Bytch) —__520.00 set 
1) Light Heavyweight Champioestve 2) intercontinental Champerutyp, 3} United States Champions, 4) 
Cruiterweight Campionttio 


‘The Rockers (Shawn & Marty) $40.00 set 


Pe ke re ibe oo ee 
NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS EACH HRT HASAGRESTRAP WH GOLD MEAL 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1999) New line of WWE Action Figuees based On sorte of ths We have 4 Diierert nds AvaAsble: : 
meg ap VO Supe x exe aa Tee Cronies ave fen posed. | |) TV Cimplorship, 2) European Championship 3) Teughman Champnship 4) AB-sapen Champianshyp ES Se oi 
These action figures are 6 SERIES 4 1996-1998 WWF BEND-EMS 
ALL JAKKS FIGURES ARE$15,00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FORS$75.00) EACH BELT HAS A BLACK STRAP WITH SRVER MEDALLION, By Just Toys $7.00 onch oc ley 4 figwwes fot 325.00 oF wy 10 For 2200) 


Viabeva A Dfspane eds aban These are 5” bendable figures and are MINT In package 
Choose from: 1) derlor Heavyweight 2) @Man Tag Team 3) Brass Knuckles Champ A) North American Champ eats pack 
ie + Shawn Michaels #1 (Blue Pants) J : WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single balt for $3.00 each 
Bret Hart #1 (BlackShirt/Pink Pants) va 4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $6.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 

EXTRA SPECIAL DEAL 


12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20,00 CONTAINS:3 of each, 
Vader * Owen Hart + Undertaker #2 
Bret Hart #2 (Red ShirtiBlack Pants) + Shawn Michaels (Red Outfit) | fcc nsatner bona See ne 2Stes8 
ed Series {Simply tell us how many you want of each kind and mushe sure & totals 40) 
rida e Shaws Wikadls 3 + Sid « British Bulldog MARE YOUR OWN 4 PROK- $8.00 set of 4 MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK » $20.00 set of 12 
Ahmed Johnson * Mankind 


‘Ist Series: Diese] Doink Bret Hart Razor Ramon 

2nd Series: The Undertaker British Bulldog 123 Kid Mabel 

3rd Series:Golddust Shawn Michaels Ahmed Johnson Yokozuna 
4th Series: Vader Sunny Marc Mero. Psycho Sid 

Sth Series: Steve Austin Rockly Maivia Mankind Faaroog 

6th Series:Hawk Animal Undertaker #2 Hunter Helmsley 

7th Series: Patriot Ken Shamrock Owen Hart Crush 

8th Series: Kane Chyna Jeff Jarrett Taka 

9th Serles: Cactus Jack Brian Christopher 


OFFICIAL WWF SUPERSLAM WRESTLING RING 


int cs , ’ £ For $*Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer S* Bend-em figure 
GI King” Lawler * Faarooq *\ y The ba of aig capers acaying ease ore end: 
ist Hv Bradshaw + Vader #2 + Hunter Hearst Helmsley ‘ a ' em Wrestling FiQUIeS, .m-$25.00 


sth Sty 
*Stone Cold Steve Austin * oe Sid + Rocky Maivia 
Savio Vega 


Flash Funk * Ken Shamrock NEW JAPAN-PRO WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


6th Series 5 1/2 Inch Action Figures 
Marc Mero * Jeff Jarrett * HHH By New Japan Pro-Wrestling Co. (1997-1999) 
Mark Henry * Owen Hart * Steve Blackman * NEW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 


$33.20 each or any 3 for Brood or ALL 6 for $180.00 BADSTRE ET U. Ss. A, T-SH IRTS 
oe eentties Salta Mam dip: patent esa eRe A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 


Great Muta 62 (Red Pants) « Great Muta #3 (NWO) + Lyger » Tenzan + K. Sasaki 
S.Hashimota * Kohji Kanemoto + Shinjiro Ohtani + Tatsumi Fojinami= Antonio tnoki | Adult MediUM un $2000.83, Adult Large .......... $20.00 ea, 
Adult XLarge nin $20.00ea, Adult XX-Large... $22.00 ea 


b Badstreet U.S.A, Black Baseball Cap... —.. 0mm me 9 16.00 €a, 
“OFF THE STREETS” MUSIC (1937) 

Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badstreet Band, produced by Jimmy Papa.A 

1987 by Grand Theft Productions. Great sounding w/ 11 songs featuring the 


iS cassette 
JAKKS 2 FIGURE PACKS — §20,00Per Set or (Any 4 for $75.00) 


hit "Badstreet USA’ Factory sealed by Grand Theft Productions (1987) 
MANAGERS - Paul Bearer & Mankind, Backlund & Sultan, Mason & Crush, Sable & Mero CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 
TAGTEAMS - Legion of Doom, Headbaners, New Black Jacks, The Godwins 


2 TUFF - Golddust & Marlena, 0.0.A, Chyna & HHH, Truth Commission BADSTREET US.A, : THE VIDEO " 984) 


2 TUFF 2- Road Dog & Billy Gunn, Mustafa & Brown, Lawler & Christopher, VHS format will fit any VCR 2 hour video produced by Jimmy Paps 
Jachyl & Kurrgan professionally shot Video. Quality is good. PRICE $20.00 PER 
JAKKS MINI ACTION RINGS WITH 6 FIGURES THIS 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES cone 


Starts with the actual music video of ’Bad Street USA" 

Then shows a PM Magaziné TV show showing the on location footage during filming of the 
video. Shows highlights from Texas Stadium Strap Match Freebieds vs The Von Erichs in #6 
man tag team match, Shows the sacond video "Boys Are Back in Town’ with wrestling 
Highlights and shows the behind the scenes taping session, 
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D-Generation X 
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This is a championship belt that has gold ridid plastic i . 
with soft belt strap (1999) é 4 Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


$19.00 each One size its All Shawn Michaels #1 ¢ a 
WWE CHAMPIONSHIP BELT hil WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5,00 each of (5 for $20.00) 
d Jakks (1998) ¥ } ° ~~ WA Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:16, Shawn Michaels, RIP 


This isa Urn, Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of 
. * Doom, Sunny, WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak 
championship 


Kid, Rocky Maivia 
belt that is kid WWE DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch 


Owen Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 


sized Chain Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 
3 Choose from: Stone Cold Austin Skull, Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, Marc 
Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


$15.00 each 
re WWF Keychains are $8,00 each or (2 for $15.00) 


Mexican Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, 
Wrestling Masks D-Generation X Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold 
Choose from: REY MYSTERIO, Stone Cold University SHCK I Skull and Austin 3:16 logo 
MIL MASCARAS, JUVENTUD GUERERRA, s Cold Skull Desk Clock 
ULTIMO DRAGON, Also Available:The Rock, Know Your Role, Stone Cold Skull Desk Cloc| 
PATRIOT & THUNDER LIGER. D-Generation X (Green Logo) Austin: Raise Hell are $25.00 each 

$40.00 each 


AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS Each is 8x 10 inch and comes with 
a certificate of authenticity 
Bam Bam Bigelow-$15.00 each King Kong Bundy - $10.00 each 
Ultimo Dragon or Rey Mysterio Jr-$10.00 each 


ECW T-SHIRTS — 520.00EAcH 


CHOOSE FROM: 


ECW Hardcore Logo } Adult Medium WWF AIR 

Sandman AA Ail Adult Large 

Tommy Dreamer my ate Adult X-Large FRESHENERS 

Sabu : ae | { Complete set of 6 for $12.00 t 

Taz WRESTLING ; - Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and 
ECW Join Revolution : WWF BASEBALL CAPS $20.00 each Shawn Michaels, Austin Logo and WWF Logo 
ECW Experience Diff. » Austin 3:16 Kane WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA GAME 800 

Also Available: S -D-G ionX *WWE Attitude | QUESTIONS 

ECW Baseball Cap ECW EXTREME MUSIC -Generation Attitude | test yourknawledge ofthe mat with this PERU 

~ $20.00 Each (D-$20,00 Each Cassette $15.00 Each * Undertaker * The Rock facinating trivia game about WWF Mahal 


Wrestling stars from the 70s to the 90s 


* ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 
* ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 

* INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 
(ADD $25.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) 


PAYMENT TERMS: PHONE NUMBERS: 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 

MARCIE OMABLETOPGINES NC wascanesona |... HOMESTION 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO 
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U.S. SHIPPING IS $5.00 
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WRESTLING CATALOG; 
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“Harley Race] knows ne 
is 


TOMMY RICH 


triumph and reign rewarded hundreds of thou- 

sands of fans who never stopped believing. And 
for that reason alone, Tommy Rich stands as a shining 
example of courage and determination in a world often 
lacking in such critical ingredients. Discussing his career 
and attitudes on “Press Conference” are Editor-in-Chief 
Peter King, Managing Editor Bill Apter, and Associate 
Editor Steve Farhood. 


: E held the NWA title for less than a week, but his 


PETER KING: Tommy, thanks for coming by and talking 
to us. 

TOMMY RICH: My pleasure. 

KING: There’s no hard feelings between you and the 
media considering all the criticism you received after 
your conversion to rulebreaking, is there? 

RICH: Certainly not, Peter, really. You know, | 
deserved what | got. You guys have a job to do, 
you do it real well, and if anybody wants to be 
in the spotlight, they damn well better learn 
how to deal with criticism. 

STEVE FARHOOD: Do you find the spotlight 
difficult and demanding? 

RICH: Oh, once you're a public figure, 
you come to accept some kinda interfer- 
ence on your personal freedom. | 
mean, I just can’t walk into any restau- 
rant and eat without people asking for 
autographs. I love my fans. 

BILL APTER: A while ago, you said 
you’d do anything for your fans. Do you 
still hold to that pledge? 

RICH: Absolutely. I’m finished breaking 
promises. My word is good now. 
That’s why | was so thrilled to win the 
NWA title for my fans. 

KING: What was the first thought that 
went through your mind when you © 
won the title? : 
RICH: | couldn’t believe it. Yeah, 
that’s right, it was so amazing to me, I, 
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Tommy Rich was just 24 years old when he 
stunned the wrestling world by pinning Harley 
Race for the NWA World title. His reign lasted a 
mere five days. 


I was like a little kid again, the feel- 
ing of giddiness when you go under 
the Christmas tree and find a pre- 
sent you never thought you'd ever 
get right there with your name on it. 
Yeah, it was simply the most amaz- 
ing feeling in the world. 

APTER: Now once Race got the belt 
back, he went around saying you 
were lucky. How do you feel about 
that? 

RICH: Well, Race is entitled to his 
opinion, even if he’s wrong and just 


saying things to make himself look 
better. He knows the truth and the 
truth is that Tommy Rich beat him 
fair and square and won the NWA 
title. And nothing Harley Race or 
anyone else says will ever change 
that, no way. He can run at the 
mouth all he wants, but he can’t 
change that. 

FARHOOD: What did you feel like 
once you'd lost the belt? 

RICH: Real low, but fortunately, 
only for a while. | guess I’m a lot 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Shocked the entire sport by defeat- 
ing Harley Race for the NWA World 
title on April 27, 1981, in Augusta, 
Georgia ... Never got out of the 
Peach State with the belt, though ... 
Lost to Race on May 1 in Gaines- 
ville ... His emotional ups and 
downs, which led to a conversion to 
rulebreaking a few months earlier, 
concerned his supporters. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 3 in 
NWA; No. 6 in Most Popular. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Failed to 
regain the title from Race or future 
champ Ric Flair ... Became mired in 
arguably the bloodiest feud of all- 
time against Buzz Sawyer in 1983 
... Left Georgia in 1984 for the Mid- 
Southern area, where he formed The 
New Fabulous Ones with Eddie 


Gilbert ... Turned rulebreaker again 
... His personality has been unstable 
ever since. 

CURRENT STATUS: Manager of The 
Full-Blooded Italians in ECW. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “I’ve never known a person 
to have so much going for him, then 
lose it all. He had a beaming smile 
that you couldn’t help but admire. 
Tommy will always be remembered 
for those four days of glory in 1981, 
He was a golden boy who couldn’t 
handle his own success.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Ooohweeee! | was 
a purdy boy back then, wasn’t I? 
Look at me, | still got these pearly 
whites and flowing blond hair. The 
girls still eat me up! There’s just 
more for them to love!” 


more mature than | was. The old 
Tommy Rich would have felt sorry 
for himself. But | have a healthier 
outlook on life now. | can better 
accept victory and defeat. Once 
you've tasted victory, you know 
there’s a flip side, see? There’s no 
such thing as just winning because 
without losing, well, you see you 
need both. Unless you can put both 
in their proper perspective, you're 
gonna end up a basket case. And | 
want to hold on to myself and keep 
myself in a proper perspective. 
KING: Did winning the Georgia 
heavyweight title mean as much as 
winning the NWA title? 

RICH: Not quite, but it was impor- 
tant. It was in Georgia where | first 
really got a following and where so 
many of my fans are. So it was like a 
homecoming, to win a title like that. 
Really, it was a wonderful feeling, 
really great. 

APTER: What are your plans now? 
RICH: First of all, to enjoy life a lit- 
tle, to breathe a little, to have fun. 
Oh, I want the NWA title back. | got 
kinda used to wearing it, know what 
| mean? But I’m gonna do it in an 
orderly fashion, I’m gonna be persis- 
tent without being obsessive. That's 
about all I can do. 

KING: What's that? 

RICH: Try my very best. Who can 
ask for more than that from another 
human being? oO 
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red Blassie, often called the Fashion Plate of 

Wrestling, is one of the most ruthless men in all 

of sport. As a wrestler, his animal brutality in the 
ring was unmatched. As a manager, he attempts to 
imbue each of his charges with the same brutal quali- 
ties that earned him the nickname of “The Vampire,” 
the result of Blassie’s penchant for biting the foreheads 
of his opponents, causing bloody wounds and perma- 
nent scars. Editors Steve Farhood, Rich Countis, and 
Stu Saks interviewed Blassie prior to a recent card at 
New York’s Madison Square Garden. 


“I'm beginning to get fed up with the 
refereeing in wrestling. Half of these 
guys don’t know what the hell 
% they're doing, and the other half have 
) no credentials for stepping into the 
ring as refs in the first place.” 


STEVE FARHOOD: You're looking good, Fred. It must be 
due to the success you've been having lately. 

FRED BLASSIE: That's right, Steve. You know, my tag 
team men, Adrian Adonis and Jesse Ventura, they're the 
East-West Connection, they’re the most powerful and 
skilled tag team in all of wrestling today, and it’s only a 
matter of time before they become tag team champions. 
They’re the best. 

STU SAKS: Do you think that Adonis and Ventura 
could defeat Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito? 

BLASSIE: Of course. Fuji and Saito are good, but 
it’s only a matter of time before my men 
become champions. 

RICH COUNTIS: But | just saw a match 
recently where Adonis and Ventura went 
up against Tony Atlas and Andre the 
Giant. If anything, they sure didn’t win 
that match, | thought they ... 
BLASSIE: Listen, you pencil- 
necked geek, everybody who 
saw that match knows the 
truth: Adonis and Ventura 
) had the match won, but the 
) stupid referee was too blind 
to see what actually hap- 
pened. People came up to me 
after that match and told me what | 
already knew: | got a raw deal from the official. I’m 
beginning to get fed up with the refereeing in 
wrestling. Half of these guys don’t know what the hell 
they’re doing, and the other half have no credentials 
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for stepping into the ring as refs in 
the first place. 

FARHOOD: In any event, Adonis 
and Ventura have been looking 
good, 

BLASSIE: Naturally. Hell, if you 
doubt my word about them, answer 
me this; Why would a magazine 
like People be doing a piece on 
Adonis and Ventura? Simple. 
They’re the best team in wrestling 
today, that’s all there is to it. 

SAKS: Let’s change the subject 
somewhat. I'd like to ask you about 
Blackjack Mulligan. 

BLASSIE: Fire away. 

SAKS: Mulligan is a big man ... 
BLASSIE: Biggest and meanest in 
the sport, except maybe for Andre 
the Giant, but Andre’s more of a 
circus freak than a man! 

SAKS: Do you really think Mul- 
ligan’s got a good shot at the WWF 
heavyweight title? 

BLASSIE: Damn straight. Adonis 
and Ventura will take the tag team 
title and Blackjack Mulligan will 
take the heavyweight title. Before 
any of these stupid geeks realizes 
what’s happening around them, 
Fred Blassie will rule the WWF! 
COUNTIS: Sure, but the first time 
Mulligan came into the WWF, 
Pedro Morales was the heavyweight 
champion. Mulligan had title shots 
and wasn’t successful. What makes 
you think he'll have better luck this 
time? 


BLASSIE: Listen, 
you sniveling lit- 
tle upstart, the 
past is the past, 
and | couldn’t 
give a tinker’s 
damn about what 
happened years 
ago. We’re look- 
ing to the future 
right now, and 
the future of 
WWF wrestling is 
going to include 
Blackjack Mulli- 
gan as champion. 
FARHOOD: That 
clawhold of his, 
though, it’s ... 
BLASSIE: It’s the 
most effective 
weapon in wrestling this side of 
Adonis’ Goodnight Irene. It’s a 
move that sends its victims kneeling 
to the mat in submission. It’s a 
move that causes excruciating pain. 
It’s a move that’s going to send 
Blackjack Mulligan straight to the 
top! 

SAKS: Bob Backlund sure did a fine 
job of avoiding the clawhold. 
BLASSIE: Bob Backlund is the geek’s 
geek. He’s a weasel of an excuse for 
a champion. He comes off so damn 
all-American when in truth he 
cheats his way through every single 
title defense he’s ever had over the 
past four years. His match with 
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To achieve his goal of total domination in the WWF, Fred 
Blassie signs only the sport’s top rulebreakers. The trio of 
Blassie, Adrian Adonis, and Jesse Ventura sure look to be on 
the way to winning the WWF tag team championship. 
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Blackjack was anything but fair. He 
constantly sniveled to the referee 
about holds and moves, and | 
wouldn’t be surprised in the least if 
there was a check in the ref’s wallet 
that had Bob Backlund’s signature 
on it. Give my man Mulligan a fair 
shot at Backlund and that sorry 
pencil-necked excuse for a champi- 
on wouldn't last five minutes. 

FARHOOD: We’re out of time, 
Fred. Thanks for spending some 
time with us on “Press Conference.” 
BLASSIE: What! Why didn’t you 
pencil-necked geeks ask me about 
my beautiful wardrobe. What kind 
of an interview was this? O 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Claimed to have a foolproof plan 
to take over the WWF ... Posi- 
tioned Blackjack Mulligan to 
defeat World champion Bob 
Backlund and prepared Adrian 
Adonis and Jesse Ventura for a shot 
at tag team champions Mr. Fuji 
and Mr. Saito. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Un- 
ranked 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Mulligan, 
Adonis, and Ventura failed to cap- 
ture gold ... Blassie finally gained a 
major title and settled his vendetta 


against Backlund by leading The © 


Iron Sheik to the WWF champi- 
onship in 1983 ... Helped Sheik 
and Nikolai Volkoff beat Mike 
Rotundo and Barry Windham for 
the tag title at WrestleMania | ... 
Sold his stable to Slick in 1985. 
CURRENT STATUS: Despite recent 
heart problems, “The Fashion 
Plate” is still going strong ... In- 
ducted into the WWF Hall of Fame 
. Does voiceovers for WWF 
promo spots ... Enjoys a close rela- 
tionship with the McMahon family. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Stu 


Saks): “Blassie was definitely a 
throwback to the old days. He was 
the type who would try to bite your 
ear off, then take you out for a beer 
afterward. There are a lot of 
wrestlers today who cop attitudes. 
Blassie was downright sadistic.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Everybody was 
against Freddie Blassie. The wrestlers, 
the referees, and the press. Everything 
| did was hideous, disgusting, and 
reprehensible. You guys never gave 
me a fair shake. You’re still nothin’ 
but a bunch of pencil-necked geeks.” 
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Ithough he is a former 
WWF heavyweight cham- 


pion, Superstar Billy 
Graham is fast building a reputa- 
tion. based not on that title reign, 
but on a thirst for revenge 
against the man who defeated 
him for the belt, Bob Backlund. 
Over the past several months, 
Graham has attempted to regain 
the title again and again, but 
Backlund remains champion. 
Associate Editor Craig Peters, 
Managing Editor Stu Saks, and 
veteran wrestling journalist Matt 
Brock recently spoke with 
Graham about his championship 
reign, his current battles with 
Backlund, and his future in the 
WWF. 
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STU SAKS: There has been one thing 
that has been bothering me since 
you came back to wrestling, Billy... 

SUPERSTAR GRAHAM: What's that? 
SAKS: Well, you could have come 
back and made a determined but 
reasonable challenge to Backlund’s 
title, but instead you come back to 
the WWF full of hatred and ready to 
maim Backlund the same way you 
destroyed the WWF belt itself. Why? 
GRAHAM: Very simple. You see, 
Bobby Backlund may have the title, 
but it is not Backlund’s title. You 
made a crucial mistake when you 
said “Backlund’s title,” because it is 
not Bobby Backlund’s title, it is my 
title, and I’m sick of seeing my title 
defamed by a wimp who pays off 
the referees to save his skin. Do you 


SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 


“Qver the last five 
years, the [WWF belt 


really think that Backlund could 
have held on to the title for half a 
decade without any kind of help 
from the referees? Impossible. No 
way in heaven or hell could he do 
that. He’s simply not that good a 
wrestler. 

CRAIG PETERS: But was it really 
necessary to destroy the actual belt, 
to tear the WWF belt to shreds? 
GRAHAM: Yes it was, because that 
belt used to be a symbol of wrestling 
excellence. When | was champion, 
the WWF belt stood for something. 
But Backlund stole the title from me, 
and over the last five years the belt 
has become tainted by the ugly stain 
of Backlund’s embarrassing title 
reign. That’s what it is, embarrass- 
ing. If | were Bobby Backlund, | 


would be ashamed to show my face 
in public. He has made a mockery of 
the WWF championship, a title to 
which I tried to bring some class and 
distinction. 

MATT BROCK: | hate to bring this 
up, but it seems to me that the only 
distinction you brought to the WWF 
title is the fact that, to my knowledge, 
you were the only champion to have 
both won and lost the title with your 
feet resting on the ropes both times! 
GRAHAM: Brock, you're only half 
right. | won the title fair and square 
from Bruno Sammartino, but yes, my 
feet were resting on the ropes when 
the referee counted three and an- 
nounced Backlund as champion. 
That, my friend, is precisely why | 
am so angry at Backlund. He stole 
the title from me, that’s all there is 
to it. 

BROCK: But if you’re going to say 
Backlund stole the belt from you, you 
also have to admit that you stole the 
belt from Sammartino. 

GRAHAM: Why? 

BROCK: Because your foot was on 
the rope at the end of that match. 
GRAHAM: It was not. 

BROCK: That's the way | remember 
it. 

GRAHAM: So you're a drunken old 
fool. Who expects you to remember 
anything correctly? Next question, 
please. 

PETERS: Before you wrestled 
Backlund in the Madison Square 
Garden lumberjack match, you kept 


saying that Swede Hanson, 
the special referee for that | 
match, was a man to be 
trusted. Do you still think | 
Hanson is a man who can be 
trusted after he judged that 
you submitted to the chicken 
wing? 

GRAHAM: I never submitted 
to the chicken wing. Hanson 
thought he heard me submit, 
but I never did. I’m disgusted 
with him. Before he stepped 
into that ring, he had never 
had any experience as a ref- | 
eree at all. Sure, he was hon- 
est. He wasn’t a biased refer- | 
ee. But he was stupid, that’s 
something | never counted 
on. The man is a huge, fat, 
stupid idiot. I never cried that 
I submitted, but what does 
Hanson do? He tells the ring- 
side timekeeper and judges | 
submitted, calls for the end of 
the match, and Backlund 
saves his skin again. 

SAKS: | assume now you're going to 
campaign against Hanson? 
GRAHAM: And why not? The man 
cost me the WWF title, cost me my 
WWF title, and that’s something | 
don’t take lightly. Ill make him pay 
for his stupidity. 

SAKS: So you’re going to wrestle 
Hanson now. And recently, you 
wrestled Pedro Morales for the 
Intercontinental title, you wrestled 
Pat Patterson, and you wrestled Ivan 


Superstar Graham places all of his 284 pounds 
on the neck of Bob Backlund. The Superstar 
does not recognize Backlund’s five-year WWF 
title reign. He feels the belt still belongs to him. 


Putski. Does this mean you've given 
up on Backlund? 

GRAHAM: Absolutely not! 1 may 
have more business to take care of 
than before. | certainly want to 
teach Hanson a lesson, and as far as 
Morales goes, that was just a tuneup 
for Backlund, Putski was just an easy 
payday. No, I’m not through with 
Backlund yet. | still want my title 
back, and | always get what | want. 
Always. Oo 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Gone was the long blond hair, but 
those wicked eyes were still there 
... Sporting a bald head, a mus- 
tache, and new martial arts skills, 
Graham was intent on regaining the 
WWF World title from Bob Back- 
lund ... Destroyed the title belt in a 
fit of rage. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 3 in 
WWE; No. 4 in Most Hated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Lost to 
Backlund in several more title 
matches ... Ventured to the AWA in 
late-1983 ... Won the Florida State 


title from Billy Jack in June 1984 ... 
Went to the Mid-Atlantic area as a 
paid mercenary to help Paul Jones 
end Jimmy Valiant’s career in 1985 
... Turned fan favorite in 1986 ... 
Hailed as a living legend upon his 
return to the WWF in 1987. 
CURRENT STATUS: Suffering from 
the effects of steroid use ... Mobility 
is limited due to several hip opera- 
tions ... From his home state of 
Arizona, he spreads the Gospel— 
just like his namesake. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Mait 
Brock): “Billy Graham has spent 


most of his life in denial. In that 
interview, he denied ever cheating 
to win the WWWF World title from 
Bruno Sammartino. From what | 
understand, he’s a changed man 
now. As for me, | suppose I’m still a 
drunken fool.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Nobody could get 
over on The Superstar, that’s for 
sure. Wrestling was both bad and 
good for me. The bad will go away 
one day. But the good memories 
and the cheers of my fans will be 
with me for an eternity.” 
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to show these — 


ABDULLAH 
THE 
BUTCHER 


ew individuals in the profes- 

sional wrestling world strike 

as much terror in the hearts 
of opponents—or fans—as Ab- 
dullah the Butcher. Abdullah is 
notorious for pulling forks, knives, 
and all manner of foreign objects 
out of his trunks and using them to 
slash and mutilate his opponents. 
Senior Editor Bill Apter, Associate 
Editor Craig Peters, and Assistant 
Editor Joseph Bua recently spoke 
with Abdullah in Florida where 
the big man from the Sudan has 
been horrifying fans from 
Jacksonville to Miami. Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated is indebted 
to Deepak Massand, friend, confi- 
dant, and sometime manager of 
Abdullah, for acting as interpreter 
during this interview. 


BILL APTER: Abdullah, you ... 
ABDULLAH: Call me the Butcher. 
APTER: All right—Butcher. You 
very seldom grant interviews to 
the press. Why have you chosen 
to do so at this time? 
ABDULLAH: Because it is time 
that people understand who | am, 
it is time that they see the true 
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Abdullah obviously likes to eat, but he won’t eat just anything. He is actually quite a connoisseur. 


The Butcher will eat only the finest grade of raw chicken. 


face of Abdullah the Butcher. 
CRAIG PETERS: And that true face 
would be ... 

ABDULLAH: That would be a 
wrestler who obliterates all oppo- 
nents no matter who they are, a 
wrestler who always wins his 
matches, a wrestler who has more 
so-called champions running from 
him in fear and terror than any- 
one else in professional wrestling 
today. 

JOSEPH BUA: Butcher, how can 
you Call yourself a wrestler? 
ABDULLAH: That is what I am. 
BUA: But you don’t wrestle! The 
only basic wrestling move you 
have is an elbowsmash, and quite 
frankly, you're too big to get high 
enough off the ground to make it 
very effective. I’ve never seen you 
wrestle, I’ve only seen you brawl 
and use foreign objects on your 


opponents. 

ABDULLAH: You speak very big 
for a little man. Would you like to 
step into the ring with me? 

BUA: No, | ... 

APTER: Joe, you’re getting him 
mad! 

ABDULLAH: Would you like to 
see from personal experience how 
much damage my elbowsmash 
can do? 

BUA: | didn’t mean to ... 

PETERS: Hey Joe, | think you’d 
better ... 

ABDULLAH: Get out! 

BUA: But ... 

ABDULLAH: Get him out of here, 
or this interview is over! 

APTER: You'd better leave, Joe. 
BUA: Okay, see you guys later. 
ABDULLAH: Now, why don’t one 
of you two ask me something 
intelligent, like how I demolished 


Andre the Giant! 

PETERS: All right. How did you 
demolish Andre the Giant? 
ABDULLAH: Very easily. Hahaha! 
You see, more than 10 years ago | 
wrestled Andre in Montreal and | 
destroyed him. The record books 
don’t recognize that as a defeat, 
because Andre is a crybaby. He 
cried loud enough and the referee 
stopped the match and disquali- 
fied me. Andre is such a fool, such 
a baby. He avoided me for over 
10 years. What does that make 
you think? That makes me think 
he was afraid of me. The fact that 
he has tried to avoid a match with 
me for that long proves that | 
defeated him that night in 
Montreal. But | got him again 
recently in Puerto Rico, and | 
handed him defeat once again. | 
expect now that the swine will 
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avoid me for another 10 years. 
APTER: | understand that you’re 
actively looking for a match with 
Antonio Inoki here in the United 
States. 

ABDULLAH: That is correct. | 
have defeated and humiliated 
Inoki in wrestling rings all over 
the world, but | want to do so in 
front of a wrestling audience here 
in the United States. | want the 
fans here to understand that Inoki 
is as worthless a wrestler and as 
much of a weakling as Andre is. 
PETERS: Why are you in Florida at 
this time? 

ABDULLAH: Because | have been 
offered a great deal of money by 
my manager, Jim Holliday. Be- 
cause I want to show these 
wrestling fans in America how 
great | am. They have forgotten 
the skills and abilities of the 
Butcher, and it is time they be 
reminded. And because | wish to 
stomp Dusty Rhodes into the 
ground once again just as | did to 
him in Georgia years ago. 

PETERS: But weren’t you fined for 
using foreign objects against Dusty 
in Georgia back then? 
ABDULLAH: I never ... 

APTER: That's right, weren’t you 
fined several thousand dollars for 
using forks in your matches 
against Dusty? 

ABDULLAH: Go! Get out! | refuse 
to answer any more of your idiot- 
ic questions. This interview is 
over. O 


While finishing his lunch of ring rope, Abdullah tries to rip out Blackjack Mulligan’s 
eyes. One can only wonder what he does for entertainment during dinner. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Had spent the last several years 
traveling the world ... Manager 
Gentleman Jim Holliday was try- 
ing to establish a base in the 
Sunshine State ... His targets 
included Dusty Rhodes, Mike 
Rotundo, Blackjack Mulligan, and 
Florida champ Barry Windham. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 9 in 
Florida; No. 8 in Most Hated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Unable 
to run any of his rivals out of 
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Florida ... Abdullah, then Holliday 
disappeared from the Florida 
scene ... The sudden disappear- 
ance of associate Deepak Massand 
remains a mystery. 

CURRENT STATUS: At 58 years 
old, Abdullah is the oldest merce- 
nary in wrestling ... Competes 
mostly outside the U.S., but also 
wrestles on the independent circuit. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Craig Peters): “Il thought | would 
faint when Joe Bua told Abdullah 


he had only one move, the elbow- 
smash, and even that was ineffec- 
tive! | had visions of Abdullah 
whipping out a fork from his 
trunks and eating us for lunch!” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS (Through his latest 
interpreter, Gorgo Hogish): “Do 
you actually believe that | would 
recall an interview from 15 years 
ago, especially one with Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated? Leave me 
alone!” 
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We have limited remaining supplies on some aa the most sonar issues 
London Publishing has ever produced! Order now—before they're all gone! 


1997 WRESTLING 
YEARBOOK 

We turn loose caricaturist 
Jason Conlan one more 
time (whether his subjects 
like it or not!), 30 scouting 
reports, 32 color pinups! 


1998 WRESTLING 
ANNUAL 
Butt-kickin’, attitude- 
laced profiles, plus a look 
at what the future holds 
for wrestling’s top super- 
stars. 32 color pinups! 
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1997 WRESTLING 
ALMANAC 

The authoritative wrest- 
ling reference tool. 
Complete PPV and super- 
card results. Title histo- 
ries. 1996 in history. 
Stats. Digest-sized. 196 
pages! 
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1998 WRESTLING 


ALMANAC 


Our third edition, includ- 
ing updates on every sec- 
tion, plus a look back on 
1997, Digest-sized, 196 


pages. 


() 1997 Yearbook 

C] 1997 Wrestling Almanac 

C] PWI Interview Special (Vol. 1) 
_] State of the Game 

_} True Life Stories (Vol. tl) 

() Fantastic Finishers 

_} 1998 Wrestling Annual 

_) 1998 Wrestling Almanac 

C) PWI Interview Special (Vol. tI) 
(] 1998 Wrestling Yearbook 

(1 1999 Wrestling Annual 

(| 1999 Wrestling Almanac 
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PWIINTERVIEW 
SPECIAL (Vol, 1) 

One select “Press Con- 
ference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year, Scott 
Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, 
Keyin Von Brich, Ric 
Flair, and more! 32 
color pinups! 


PWIINTERVIEW 
SPECIAL (Vol, 1) 

One “Press Conference” 
for each year since 1980, 
including Hogan, Andre, 
Cactus, Austin, Sting, and 
more! 32 color pinups! 
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THE STATE 

OF THE GAME 

We break the sport down 
in every conceivable cate- 
gory and present our 
expert analyses as to where 
the sport'is at and where 
it’s going. 32 color pinups! 


SARCIAL BONUS! 
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1998 WRESTLING 
YEARBOOK 
Caricaturist Jason Conlan 
loads up his poison pen 
and takes aim at another 
series of victims. 30 
scouting reports. 32 color 


pinups! 


Please send the collector’s issues | have indicated! 
T have enclosed $7 per issue as payment in full 


(postage included) or provided my credit card number 
to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). Send to: 


Name. 
Address 


City, 


Please indicate method of payment: 
() Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


C1 VISA # 
C] MasterCard # 


State 


TRUE LIFE STORIES 
(Vol. I) 

What you never:knew 
about Bill Goldberg, The 
Rock, Kevin Nash, Jac- 
quelyn, Mick Foley, Buff 
Bagwell, and Owen Hart, 
Includes incredible pho- 
tos of their lives before 
wrestling! 


1999 WRESTLING 
ANNUAL 

More cutting-edge profiles 
of the stars, including a 
glimpse into their futures. 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Zip 


Expiration Date: 


L 
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FANTASTIC 
FINISHERS 

The most intricate holds 
and maneuvers are ana- 
lyzed, their effectiveness 
explained. and their ori- 
gins revealed. 32 color 
pinups! 


1999 WRESTLING 
ALMANAC 

Our fourth edition has 
more pages and info than 
ever before, Completely 


32 color pinups! revised and updated. 
Digest-sized, 196 pages. 
London Publishing Co. 
P.O, Box 910 


4934/02- 99/2 
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colleagues by expressing a desire to interview 

Kevin Von Erich. Why would the infamous cru- 
sader for the rights of rulebreakers want to interview 
wrestling’s paragon of virtue? To knock him off his high 
horse? To mock him, vilify him, and reduce him in 
print to something less than his heroic image would 
suggest? “No, not at all,” Danny answered. “Unlike the 
rest of his misbegotten tribe, Kevin Von Erich demon- 
strates a certain amount of integrity. He doesn’t court 
fan support like his simian brothers. Although his per- 
sonality is a composite of oatmeal and white bread, his 
skill and strength are to be admired. | think he is in 
many ways as committed to his principles as the rule- 


Gast before his death, Dan Shocket surprised his 


KEVIN VON ERICH 


“My family is the most 
important thing in my life 
| th 


il 


rp : 
‘ oe ad Eon 


breakers are. And as a wrestler | admire his gumption— 
he’s not a crybaby.” 

The editors of PWI agree with Danny’s analysis of the 
26-year-old Von Erich, and in this month’s ratings you'll 
notice the movement Kevin has made—into the NWA’s 
top 10 and ahead of his brother Kerry in the World 
Class area. Von Erich and Ric Flair have been involved 
in several heated title bouts in the last four months and 
Kevin has come within a hair’s-breadth of winning the 
NWA title. 

Assistant Editor Eddie Ellner—another unlikely fan of 
Kevin Von Erich’s—was joined by Senior Editor Bill 
Apter and Associate Editor Craig Peters in this “Press 
Conference.” 


CRAIG PETERS: Kevin, this has been one heckuva sea- 
son for you. You have climbed in every one of our rat- 
ings categories and it seems as if you and Flair are 
fighting every week. Have you been trying anything 
different in the ring or have you just been enjoying an 
especially successful run lately? 

KEVIN VON ERICH: Thank you, Craig, and give my 
thanks to the rest of the editors. | appreciate the sup- 
port that you fellas have given me over the years. In 
answer to your question, no, I have not done anything 
different in my wrestling style. Maybe it’s just taken 
me a little longer to get noticed. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Whoa, fella. In one breath you're 
thanking us for supporting you all these years then you 
turn around and say maybe it’s taken us a little longer 
to notice you. What's the story? 

VON ERICH: What I meant was that it’s nice to be 
recognized as a wrestler in my own right and not as 
just being a member of the Von Erich family. 

BILL APTER: Aren't you proud to be a Von Erich? 

VON ERICH: Heck, Bill, that’s a silly question. You've 
known my family for years and years. My family is the 
most important thing in my life next to God. Without 
them, life would have no purpose. But every individ- 
ual wants to make his own stake in the world. | know 
Kerry and Mike feel that way, and I know David felt 
that way. 


Kevin Von Erich nails NWA World champion Ric Flair with a flying dropkick. Kevin 


uses his legs more effectively than any wrestler in the world today. 


ELLNER: Kevin, I'll be honest with 
you. | like your style. | like the 
way you move in the ring. | think 
you're one of the five best wres- 
tlers in the world today. Now 
don’t take this the wrong way, but 
| think your brothers are a bunch 
of talentless, slovenly heaps who 
have about as much business in 
the ring as | do. Don’t you get 
tired of Kerry Von Erich stealing 
all of your thunder, especially 
when he can’t wrestle himself out 
of a paper bag? 

VON ERICH: | don’t know what 
you're trying to get me to say, but 
obviously you know nothing 
about the Von Erich family. | love 
my brother Kerry and I'd lay 
down in front of a freight train 
for him. He was the NWA cham- 
pion and he’s all made us proud. 


He’s deserved every bit of public-— 


ity he gets. 

ELLNER: C’mon, Kevin. Aren’t you 
a little jealous of the attention he 
gets? After all, Kerry’s your kid 
brother, and he’s treated as if he’s 
the best of the Von Erichs. You 
could be the champion, if you just 
went at it alone. I’m sure your fami- 
ly would understand. 

VON ERICH: I'd no sooner leave 
my family then | would cut off my 
arm. | have nothing more to say to 
you if you can’t understand that. 
PETERS: Don’t you think that win- 


ning the NWA title would take you 
away from your family anyway? 
ELLNER: And please, Kevin, don’t 
say, “When the time comes, I guess 
we'll find out.” 
PETERS: Why don’t 
you let Kevin answer 
the question? 

APTER: Yeah! Why 
don’t you? 

ELLNER: How can he 
answer it if you two 
guys are trying to cre- 
ate a diversion here 
and make me the sub- 
ject of attention? 

VON ERICH: (Smil- 
ing). Slow down, guys, 
easy now. Wow! This 
sounds like the Von 
Erich dinner table 
after we've -all worked 
out and Mom has a 
holiday goose waiting 
for us. I'll answer the 
question. It’s a very 
good question and no, 
Eddie, | won’t tap- 
dance around it. The 
Von Erichs have held 
many, many titles over 
the years and none of 
them have ever taken 
us away from our 
home. Of course, the 
NWA title is different. 
Kerry was all over the 


world with it and he had it for just 
three weeks. If | were to win the 
championship, I’d be obligated to 
defend it all over the country and 
this would leave me with less time 
to spend down in Texas. But it 
wouldn’t take me away from my 
family. Kerry, Mike, and | get our 
individual strength through the 
unity of our family, We’d never 
forsake that. Miles can’t separate 
us. Nothing can separate us. 
PETERS: Not even Chris Adams? 
VON ERICH: Especially not Chris 
Adams, Craig! 

APTER: What about the upcoming 
match that you and Kerry have 
against Gino Hernandez and 
Adams? | understand that Kerry’s 
barber has been put on suicide 
watch. 

VON ERICH: Yeah, I guess Kerry 
has a lot more to lose in this match 
than | do. It was Hernandez’ idea 


One of the draw- 
backs of utilizing 
an aerial style is 
vulnerability to 
counter-maneu- 
vers. Gino Hernan- 
dez places his feet 
in tront of a diving 
Von Erich. 
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for the hair vs. hair match, | think. 
It’s a stupid idea, but Kerry and | 
will be only too happy to relieve 
those two of their fuzz. Can you 
imagine Gino Hernandez bald? 
With his ego, they better put him 
on suicide watch. 

ELLNER: | always felt that the Kevin 
Von Erich-Chris Adams matches 
were among the most intense bat- 
tles that this sport has ever seen. 
Those days when you and Adams 
were friends must seem like another 
lifetime to you. 

VON ERICH: I’ve known two Chris 
Adams. The one | became friends 
with is dead. | don’t know who this 
other fellow is. 

PETERS: Obviously, Gary Hart 
didn’t have the influence over Chris 
Adams that we were led to believe. 
Adams seems to be doing quite well 
without him. 

VON ERICH: That’s not entirely 
true. | think Hart implanted the 
desire for Adams to turn away 
from us and his fans. Without Hart, 
| don’t think Chris would have 
done it. 

ELLNER: Well, then, three cheers 
for Gary Hart. Because you all must 
admit that Adams is a far better 
wrestler now than he was when he 
hung around the Von Erich family. 
APTER: Oh, | don’t know about 
that. 

VON ERICH: Oh, but I do know 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Started receiving individual atten- 
tion, apart from his fellow Von 
Erichs, for his dogged pursuit of 
NWA World champion Ric Flair 
... His brother Kerry won the title 
from Flair in May 1984, and it 
was thought by many that Kevin 
could do the same in ’85. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 10 
in Top 10; No. 3 in World Class; 
No. 6 in Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: His 
campaign against Flair ended 
when World Class seceded from 
the NWA ... Defeated Black Bart 


Von Erich grabs a handful of Chris Adams’ hair and fires a right hand. Although 


Kevin understands the reasons why Chris turned against his family, that doesn’t 
ease the bitterness he feels toward his former friend. 


about that—excuse me, Bill—but 
Chris Adams has not gained by his 
association with Gary Hart except 
in alienating his friends and fans. 
Certainly, training with us couldn't 
hurt him. He just decided to go off 
on his own. And he’s paying the 
price. 

PETERS: The price? 

VON ERICH: Yes, the price of 
loneliness and abandonment. Man 


for the World Class title on 
October 12, 1986, and with the 
10-month reign that followed, he 
established himself as arguably 
the greatest World Class champi- 
on of all-time ... Like brother 
David, three more siblings— 
Mike, Chris, and Kerry—died pre- 
maturely. 

CURRENT STATUS: Has been 
retired since the early-1990s ... 
Resides in Texas. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Craig Peters): “The tragic story of 
the Von Erichs has been told far 
and wide. But | like to remember 


was not meant to be alone. He 
needs support. He needs love. 
ELLNER: Kevin, as a wrestler, you 
have very few peers. As a philoso- 
pher your strongest suit would be 
silence, 

VON ERICH: | think you're just a 
troublemaker, Elliner. 

APTER: Kevin, thank you for joining 
us today. Good luck in capturing 
that 10 pounds of gold. O 


them this way—Kevin, almost 
with stars in his eyes, talking 
about family togetherness and his 
optimism for the future. It’s ironic 
that he is the only Von Erich left.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Reading over that 
interview, | experience the same 
emotions | had at the time. You 
know, thoughts of Mom, Dad, 
and all my brothers. | don’t look 
back with a sense of tragedy. 
Although Dad and my brothers 
are no longer in the physical 
world, | believe they’re closer to 
me now than ever.” 


o be recognized for my 
nts. I'm the World 
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Porky’s Revenge, and American Gigolo. The latter two 

are not surprising—Rude likes his fun, lots of it (and not 

always clean), and the image he feels he portrays to the oppo- 

site sex lies somewhere between pulsating and panting on the 
love meter. 

But Amadeus? Aside from an improbable preference for 
Mozart’s compositions, Rude claims a particular empathy for 
the problems afflicting the child prodigy. He, too, has suffered 
the burden of an early fame, tasted the bittersweet pill of 
celebrity, although unlike Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who 
died a pauper’s death at age 35, Rude appears no worse for 
wear. 

He feted three staffers from Pro Wrestling Illustrated to a 
lavish brunch in the same five-bedroom Dallas townhouse 
recently featured in Architecture Today, and explained to edi- 
tors Bill Apter and Eddie Ellner, who were joined by corre- 
spondent Liz Hunter, how it felt to be American heavyweight 
champion one day and World Class heavyweight champion 
the next. 

During the interview, Rude’s manager, Percy Pringle, could 
be seen tending to the several hundred plants Rude’s green- 
house contains, although he never joined the discussion. With 
the pop hit “Rock Me, Amadeus” rapping out its chorus over 
Rude’s $25,000 music-video system, the “Press Conference” 
with World Class champion Rick Rude commenced. 


[re of Rick Rude’s favorite movies are Amadeus, 


LIZ HUNTER: Knock me over with a goose feather. | can’t 
believe the spread you have here, Rick. 

RICK RUDE: Your place ain’t half-bad itself, Lizbet. After we 
finish the official business here, there’s a little business you 
and I can discuss over a bottle of ’73 Zinfandel. 

BILL APTER: Can someone turn the music down a little, 
please? My ears, they hurt, y’know. 

RUDE: Billy, | think you should trade those ears in for a 
newer model. In fact, you wouldn’t do bad trading in the 
whole damn package. 

EDDIE ELLNER: (Staring at a mahogany cast of a woman with 
clocks of different time zones placed strategically on her 
body). Rick, where in hell did you ever find a clock like this? 
And where can | find the model? 

RUDE: (Laughing). This was a Christmas present from an old 


Rick Rude confidently stolls to the ring for a World Class title defense. His manager, 
Percy Pringle, carries a foldout port-a-chair. For the sake of Rude’s championship, in 
view of the World Class’ new disqualification rule, he should be advised to stay on 
that chair for the entire match. 


Navy buddy. She’s something, isn’t 
she? Believe it or not, he also had a 
small traveling version made for me 
so when I’m on the road, | know 
what time to call in to cities that I'll 
be in later in the week. It helps 
when you have a couple ladies wait- 
ing for you in a strange town. 
ELLNER: You can never plan too far 
ahead, | guess, 

APTER: The music. Rick, please, the 
music. 

HUNTER: | would have thought a 
man with your reputation for adven- 
ture would relish the hunt for fresh 
bodies to add to your trophy case. 
RUDE: Interested? 

HUNTER: I’m a journalist, Rick. 
Thanks, but no thanks. 

RUDE; I’m just joking anyway, 
honey. I’m nowhere near the ram- 
bling stud | used to be. Especially 
since I’ve got hold of this title. I'll 
have plenty of time for monkey 
business when I’m retired. Now | 
want to concentrate on strengthen- 
ing my image as the greatest 
wrestler in the world. 

ELLNER: Does it bother you that 
many people, including PW, are not 
yet recognizing the World Class title 
as a bonafide world championship? 
RUDE: Hell, yes it does. And espe- 
cially you people at the magazine. 
What a bunch of hypocritical dirt- 
bags. You cry about Hulk Hogan not 
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defending the WWF belt correctly 
and then you turn around and 
establish him as a world champion. 
Here I am, defending the title night- 
ly against your favorites, the Von 
Erich boys, kicking the watusi out of 
those creeps, and you won't recog- 
nize this title. It’s not as if I’m fight- 
ing prelim bums—the Von Erichs 
are consistently at the top of your 
ratings. Kerry was the NWA cham- 
pion, fer chrissakes. 

HUNTER: | think the problem is 
exposure. Your federation doesn’t 
wrestle enough across the country. 
RUDE: Exposure? We’re all over the 
world! Do you know in Chad there 
are entire communities who gather 
around a government subsidized 
television to watch me wrestle? I get 
fan letters from 35 countries. You've 
heard of a woman in every port? 
I’ve got a dame in every hut, kiosk, 
province, outpost, and igloo. 
Wherever there is a TV antenna, | 
have a warm body rooting for me. 
APTER: There is no question that 
World Class has the technology. 
What you must do, | think, is get out 
of the studio—and out of Texas and 
Boston and Oklahoma—and wrestle 
elsewhere. The fans in New York 
and California and Idaho have seen 
Rick Rude and the Von Erichs on TV. 
Now they want to see you in the 
flesh. 


RUDE: In five years, when my title 
is the most highly regarded in the 
world, you’re all going to feel very 
stupid. 

ELLNER: With Brian Adidas winning 
the Texas title on a disqualification, 
it proves that the officials won't hesi- 
tate to use the new rule. Has it 
changed your style at all? Perhaps 
made you less aggressive? 

RUDE: The only thing that scares 
me is the way the Von Erich family 
has this federation wrapped around 
its little finger. But | figure not even 
a Von Erich would risk stealing my 
title. If they can’t pin me, they don’t 
want it. I’m not like Ric Flair. | don’t 
go around getting myself disquali- 
fied. | give the Von Erich boys 
ample opportunity to win the title. 
The only problem is | keep beating 
them. They might get frustrated. 
That’s what worries me. In their 
embarrassment, they might have 
one of their flunky referees disquali- 
fy me. 

HUNTER: Don’t you think you're a 
little paranoid? 

RUDE: Don’t go making judgments 
on the lousy half-dozen times you’re 
in Texas. I’m here all the time. The 
Von Erichs think they own this 
damn state, and it’s eating them up 
that I have the title. 

APTER: How did you react when 
you were informed that World 
Class Wrestling had withdrawn 
from the NWA? And how were you 
notified? 

RUDE: There were rumors floating 
around for months, but | never paid 
any attention to them. Then | was 
called into the office one morning 
during a workout. [Former World 
Class official] Ken Mantell sat me 
down and said, ‘Son, we’re going for 
it. From now on, you’re a world 
champion.’ It didn’t mean anything 
to me at first, but then | started 
thinking. Is there a difference 
between myself, Hogan, Stan 
Hansen, or Ric Flair? Hell, no! | 
deserved to be recognized for my 
talents. I’m the World champion. 
Simple as that. 

ELLNER: You really believe that your 
title means as much as Flair’s? 


RUDE: Are you crazy? Flair is a 
paper champion. World Class hired 
out some consulting firm to do a 
feasibility study before they split 
from the NWA. One statistic those 
pencil-pushers came up with was 
that 65 percent of Flair’s matches 
ended in disqualification. Sixty-five 
percent! Two out of every three 
matches that son of a buck wrestles 
ends in DQ. He’s not half the cham- 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
World Class seceded from the NWA, 
and that move vaulted Rude from 
American champion to heavyweight 
champion of an independent federa- 
tion ... Surprised critics by still pos- 
sessing the belt after six months, 
despite World Class’ rules that 
allowed titles to change hands via 
disqualification. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 8 in 
Top 10; No. 1 in World Class; No. 6 
in Most Hated. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Chris 
Adams ended Rude’s nine-month 
reign on July 4, 1986 ... Joined Paul 
Jones’ stable in the NWA and 


of strength (below). 


pion I am. “Rav- 
ishing” Rick 
Rude __—s never 
takes the easy 
way out. And 
that’s why I’m 
the premier wrestler in the world. 
And the premier lover. 

HUNTER: That remains to be seen. 
RUDE: Don’t dare me, buns. 
ELLNER: How much they get for a 


The intensity of the Rude-Kerry Von Erich rivalry has grown to 
epic proportions. Rude sends Kerry reeling with a flying drop- 
kick (left) and does his best to fight off the larger man in a test 


clock like that? 

HUNTER: You wrestlers are all talk. 
RUDE: My body does my talking. 
APTER: Somebody turn up the 
music. I'm getting sick. O 
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teamed with Manny Fernandez to 
defeat The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express for 
the World tag team title on 
December 6 ... Beat The Ultimate 
Warrior for the Intercontinental title 
at WrestleMania V ... WCW U.S. 
champion from November 1991 to 
December 1992. 

CURRENT STATUS: Retired and 
enjoying the financial rewards of the 
services he rendered for DeGen- 
eration X and the NWO. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Liz 
Hunter): “I'll never forget how Rude 
kept hitting on me all day long. Then 
when | was about to accept an invi- 
tation for dinner, he cut me off and 


said he wanted to keep our relation- 
ship professional. Rude called me 
the other day, saying he was taking a 
hiatus from the wrestling business, so 
a date between us would be okay. | 
respectfully declined.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Winning that World 
Class American title back in ’85 was 
the start of some very big things for 
me. My back injury took me out of 
the game early, but looking back on 
it, there wasn’t a whole lot left for 
me to accomplish ... except to get 
Ms. Hunter on a date. I’ve still got 
that five-room townhouse in Dallas. 
Think it over, Liz.” 
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BAM BAM BIGELOW 


ig, Bad Bam Bam Bigelow is 
B back where he first started, in 

the Mid-Southern area. But this 
time he is not a rulebreaker, but a fan 
favorite. And he is alone. His old 
manager, Larry Sharpe,did not agree 
with his protégé’s change of philoso- 
phy, so he left him without a manager 
for the first time in his brief career. 
For Bigelow, it did not matter. The 
“3”, 390-pounder is well-accus- 
tomed to being on his own. At the age 
of 19 he was a bounty hunter, track- 
ing lawbreakers into Mexico. But 
even someone as tough as Bigelow 
does not like being shot at. He 
returned to the U.S., where Larry 
Sharpe recognized his tremendous 
potential and offered to train him at 
his “Monster Factory” facility in New 
Jersey. 

After a stint in the Mid-Southern 
area, where he held the Mid-Southern 
title for a time, Bigelow surprised 
everyone by changing his name to 
Crusher Yurkof, adopting a pro-Soviet 
ideology, and moving to the World 
Class area. “Crusher” won the televi- 
sion title there, but he quickly grew 
uncomfortable with his new philoso- 
phy. Soon, it was back to being Bam 
Bam Bigelow. 

Upon returning from a tour of Japan, 
Bigelow wanted to go back to 
Memphis, but Sharpe had ther plans. 
They decided it would be best for 
both of them to go their own ways for 
a while. Bigelow found a friend and a 
partner in Jerry Lawler, who was look- 
ing for help in his war against Tommy 
Rich and Austin Idol. Senior Editor 
Bill Apter, Managing Editor Stu Saks, 
and Assistant Editors Dave Rosen- 
baum and Andy Rodriguez traveled to 
Memphis to ask Bigelow about his 
sometimes-contusing career. 
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STU SAKS: Bam Bam, why did you 
come back to the Mid-Southern area? 

BAM BAM BIGELOW: I was familiar 
with this area. The competition is bet- 
ter than a lot of people think. I'll tell 
you something. | never liked Lawler 
much. | always thought he only cared 
about looking good for the fans. But I 
was wrong about the guy. He’s a 
damn good wrestler. He asked me for 


help and | gave it to him. He’s no 
great friend of mine, but | respect 
him. 

ANDY RODRIGUEZ: How does it 
feel teaming with a guy you were 
feuding with less than a year ago? 
BIGELOW: Listen, | can‘t dwell on 
the past. You’re mad at somebody 
one day, you forget about it the 
next. Like I said, Jerry needed help 
and | gave it to him. That’s all 
there is to it. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: It sounds like 
you might turn on Lawler again, if 
the price is right. 

BIGELOW: | can’t think that far 
ahead. | prefer to concentrate on 
the present. I’d only turn on him if 
he did something to deserve it. 
BILL APTER: Bam Bam, why did 
you change your name to Crusher 
Yurkof last year? 

BIGELOW: I was a confused kid, 
looking for something to believe 
in. Things weren't going well in 
Memphis, titlewise. | wanted to do 
something that would really tick 
off everybody. It was my way of 
rebelling against the wrestling 
establishment. 

SAKS: But why choose to follow 
the ways of the Soviet Union? 
BIGELOW: I was just trying to be 
as different as possible. | had 
nothing against the U.S. Hey, this 
is a great country, but I did what | 
felt was right at the time. 

- RODRIGUEZ: Let's talk about your 
suspension. 

BIGELOW: Yeah, what about it? 
RODRIGUEZ: You and Lawler 
were each fined $5,000 for ram- 
ming Tommy Rich into the ringpost 
and injuring his groin. Lawler has 
paid the fine, but you refused to, 
sO you were suspended. Why 
didn’t you pay? Money problems? 
BIGELOW: It’s not the money, it’s 
a matter of principle. Rich got 
what he deserved during the nor- 
mal course of a match. He did the 
same thing to Jerry just a few 
months ago. 

SAKS: Yes, but Rich and Idol also 
were fined $5,000 for doing it. 
BIGELOW: The Mid-Southern offi- 
cials shouldn’t have imposed a 


Bam Bam Bigelow smashes a table and threatens to throw a piece of it into the ring. 
In 1986, Bigelow was one of the top rookie wrestlers in the sport. He has remarkable 
agility for a man his size. 


penalty in the first place. It didn’t 
make any sense. This is a rough 
sport. Things occasionally get out 
of hand, We can’t be penalized for 
every minor infraction. 
ROSENBAUM: | would hardly call 
a groin injury a minor infraction. 
That’s a career-threatening injury. 
No matter what you think of Rich, 
it’s Wrong. 

BIGELOW: Come off it, man. If he 
can’t take it, he shouldn’t be 
wrestling. I’m a big man. | can’t be 
worried about whether somebody 
gets hurt when I beat them up. | 
wouldn’t be in this business if | 
did. 

APTER: You may be Jerry Lawler’s 
partner, but you haven't changed 
that much. 

BIGELOW: Yeah, Apter, I’m really 
worried about what you think. 
SAKS: Before this discussion 
degenerates, I'd like to ask Bam 
Bam what he’ll be doing during his 
suspension. 

BIGELOW: Going to Japan, where 
the people really appreciate me. 
I’m a hero there, and | make a lot 


of money. Some people say | have 
a more promising future wrestling 
there than | do in America. 
RODRIGUEZ: Ever thought about 
staying there? 

BIGELOW: Sure, but if you’re talk- 
ing about real fame, this is the 
only place to wrestle. If | want to 
win a world title, | have to wrestle 
here. As long as | get a fair shake, 
I'll do all right here. 

APTER: Bam Bam, what's the real 
story behind your split with Larry 
Sharpe? 

BIGELOW: Larry and | decided 
that it would just be better to go 
our own ways for a while. There’s 
no animosity between us. We’ve 
had a good partnership over the 
past two years. If it weren’t for 
Larry, | probably wouldn’t be 
wrestling. I felt this would be the 
right time to take care of my 
career. 

ROSENBAUM: Have you received 
any offers from other managers? 
BIGELOW: Lots. Of course, | can’t 
mention any names, but some of 
the most famous managers have 
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offered me very lucrative con- 
tracts. But | just tell them | can 
take care of myself. 

APTER: Will Sharpe ever be your 
manager again, or do you think 
one of these other managers would 
better suit you? 

BIGELOW: If | ever do have a 
manager again, it will probably be 
Larry because he’s done so much 
for my career. | don’t think these 
other guys would be willing to 
spend much time on my affairs, 
because they have other men to 
manage. 

SAKS: Do you plan to spend most 
of your time teaming with Lawler, 
or will you go after one of the sin- 
gles titles? 

BIGELOW: No reason | can’t do 
both. | had the Mid-Southern title 
before and | want it again. I’m 
perfectly capable of holding a sin- 
gles and a tag title at the same 
time. | really believe I’m the best 
wrestler in this area, and I’m 
going to prove it. 

APTER: You’re an excellent 
wrestler, but holding two titles at 
once is a tall order. Wrestling his- 
tory is full of men who have tried 
and failed. Usually one of the belts 
is lost rather quickly. 

BIGELOW: I’m not like everybody 
else. Most guys can’t do it because 
they only concentrate on the sin- 
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WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Was first runner-up for PWI’s 1986 
Rookie of the Year Award ... Split 
with trainer and manager Larry 
Sharpe after a tour of Japan ... 
Arrived in the Mid-Southern area to 
help former enemy Jerry Lawler in 
his feud against Austin Idol and 
Tommy Rich ... Injured Rich's 
groin, refused to pay a $5,000 fine, 
and was about to tour Japan again. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 6 in 
Mid-Southern. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Never 
returned to the Mid-Southern area 
after his tour of Japan ... Went 
straight to the WWF, where he was 


gles title. If Lawler’s J 
my partner, there | 
won't be any prob- 
lem with concentra- | 
tion. He knows how 
to keep his partner’s 
mind on the match. | | 
guess that’s one of | 
the reasons he’s the | 
“King.” 
ROSENBAUM: What | 
wrestler here has | 
given you the rough- | 
est time? | 
BIGELOW: Well, 
there are two big 
guys who give me 
trouble, Big Bubba 
and Goliath. They’re 
even bigger than | | 
am, and they’re dan- | 
gerous. Another guy | 
is Tommy Rich. He’s 
not that big, but he’ll 
go after you. Remem- 
ber, he is a former 
World champion. 
RODRIGUEZ: Rich told me that he 
and Austin Idol would have no 
problem with you and Lawler. 
BIGELOW: Rich is good, but he 
likes to shoot his mouth off. Let’s 
see them step in the ring with us, 
then we'll see what happens. Jerry 
and | are the two best wrestlers 
around here. It’s not even close. 


guided by Oliver Humperdink ... 
Ventured to the NWA in 1988 ... 
Joined Ted DiBiase’s Million-Dollar 
Corporation in the mid-1990s ... 
Lost to Lawrence Taylor at Wres- 
tleMania XI ... Defeated Shane 
Douglas for the ECW title on 
October 16, 1997. 

CURRENT STATUS: Literally 
walked in off the streets and de- 
manded a shot at then-WCW World 
champion Bill Goldberg last fall ... 
Feuding with Raven and Hak in 
WCW to determine the true “King 
Of Hardcore.” 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 
Rosenbaum): “I got the feeling that 


Bigelow bloodies Tommy Rich. When Jerry Lawler 
asked the 390-pounder for help in his feud against 
Rich and Austin Idol, Bigelow was there. 


SAKS: One final question. How 
much longer do you think you'll 
stay here? 

BIGELOW: All | can say is that I 
try to be the best wherever I wres- 
tle. It doesn’t matter who I’m in 
there against or what town I’m in. 
I won't rest until I’m recognized 
as the best. Oo 


— i 
Bigelow was full of it, if you know 
what | mean. Here he was, in the 
Mid-Southern area, pretending to be 
a loyal friend to Jerry Lawler, 
although they really didn’t get 
along. | think he was setting up 
Lawler for a fall, but Oliver 
Humperdink’s offer sidetracked his 
plans.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “| never crossed 
paths with Lawler again until | went 
back to the WWF. He remembered 
how | helped him out and told me 
he appreciated it. | saw Rich almost 
every night in ECW. He’s still a 
blowhard.” 


ed the fan following of Hulk Hogan. But 

since the start of 1988, few men in sports 
history have gone through so much and been 
involved in such heated controversy. 

It started in early January, when Hogan 
refused Ted DiBiase’s multimillion-dollar offer 
to buy the WWF World title. Undaunted, 
DiBiase bought Andre the Giant’s contract from 
manager Bobby Heenan under the condition 
that if Andre won the belt from Hogan he would 
give the title to DiBiase. 

Then it happened. On February 5, Andre cov- 
ered Hogan for the pin and referee Dave 
Hebner went in for the count. Hogan lifted his 
shoulder off the mat, but Hebner completed the 
three-count. Andre was given the belt. Then 
Andre gave the belt to DiBiase. Meanwhile, 
another “Dave Hebner” appeared in the ring. It 
soon became apparent that the man who refer- 
eed the match was Earl Hebner, while his iden- 
tical twin brother, Dave, was detained else- 
where. One week later, WWF President Jack 
Tunney declared the title vacant and a tourna- 
ment to fill the vacancy was scheduled for 
WrestleMania IV. 

Twice this past February, Hogan was present 
at WWF press conferences in New York City. 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated was on hand for both 
press conferences and had the opportunity to 
speak with Hogan the champion and Hogan the 
former champion. The first, on February 3 at the 
RCA Building, was to promote Main Event on 
NBC. The second, on February 22 at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel in New York, was to promote 
WrestleMania IV. Taken together, these inter- 
views present an unusual look at how Hogan 
approached the February 5 title match, his 
views on that match after it happened, the title 
tournament, and his career. 


F ew athletes in sports history have cultivat- 
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“The Hulkster” can't believe his 
eyes! Hulk registers shock and 


‘tisbellel aver the sudden appear 
afce ota ‘Ssecond” David Hebner, 


PWI: Are you worried about Andre 
the Giant? 

HOGAN: I’m not afraid of Andre 
the Giant. I’ve already beaten him 
before. Everybody saw it at Wres- 
tleMania III. 

PWI: Do you think you look forward 
to wrestling Andre more than Andre 
looks forward to wrestling you? 
HOGAN: Yeah, | look forward to 
the match more than Andre does. 
Andre over here, he looks at the 
tape of WrestleMania III and sees 
everything that happened and says, 
“| got cheated. | had the three- 
count on Hogan. Hulk Hogan this, 
Hulk Hogan that.” But you see, this 
7'4” giant can do everything, but 
there’s one thing he can’t do. He 
can’t overcome me with all the little 
Hulkamaniacs on my side. He can’t 
beat me with all the little kids on my 
side. When I’m down, they all rally 
behind me and I become unbeat- 
able. That’s my secret. 

PWI: Who would you say is the 
toughest wrestler you’ve ever faced? 
Is it Andre? 

HOGAN: It’s gotta be Andre. He 
has the size, the strength, and he’s 
generally a nasty man. And he has 
that attitude. 

PWI: You and Andre used to be very 
good friends, though. What's you 
relationship with him now? Ob- 
viously, you're not friends anymore, 
but do you talk to each other? 
HOGAN: I’m not even discussing 
my relationship with Andre any- 
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more. | wouldn't exactly describe 
my feelings toward Andre as hatred, 
though. I don’t even talk to him. 
PWI: Is Andre the last of your major 
contenders? 

HOGAN: There are a lot of good 
wrestlers out there. There are plenty 
of top contenders. DiBiase looks like 
he’s wormed his way in. 

PWI: He's beaten you by countout. 
HOGAN: DiBiase’s a real good run- 
ner, if that’s what you’re saying. 
PWI: I’m not sure. Now let’s go back 
to your feud with Andre. Back in 
1980, you and Andre met several 
times, once in a match at Shea 
Stadium. Now back then, you were 
considered the rulebreaker and 
Andre was the fan favorite ... 
HOGAN: That's your opinion. 

PWI: What do you mean? 

HOGAN: | don’t think that’s the 
way it was. That's your opinion. 
PWI: Well, you've only gained your 
popularity in recent years and Andre 
was loved for a long time. Regard- 
less, what are the differences 
between then and now? 

HOGAN: That’s a hard question. As 
far as Andre goes, I’d hate to use the 
word that he’s more bitter, because 
it’s not so much that. It’s more of 
this look, this look of coldness in his 
face, the “death grip” is what | call 
it. His attitude has been getting 
worse and worse every year. It’s just 
this feeling that | get from him. 
There’s something wrong with him. 
PWI: What do you remember about 


the Shea Stadium match itself? 
HOGAN: That match was brutally 
aggressive. But like | said, | wouldn’t 
say that he was the fan favorite and 
| was the bad guy. | differ with that. 
I think you're off-base with that one. 
PWI: But he’s so much different 
now, you say. 

HOGAN: He’s got a bad attitude 
now. Years ago he would get aggres- 
sive, but it wasn’t a nasty aggres- 
sion. He’s gotten nastier and nastier 
as the years go on. Really, there’s 
more hatred in him. | don’t know 
why. 

PWI: What do you think about Ted 
DiBiase calling your fans “Hulka- 
morons”? 

HOGAN: I think that’s a pretty 
crazy term. 

PWI: Hulk Hogan, the biggest day of 
your career is coming up at Wres- 
tleMania IV. What are your thoughts 
at this time? 

HOGAN: You know, man, I do have 
a lot of thoughts about what hap- 
pened in Indianapolis and about 
WrestleMania IV, but I just had one 
heck of a reality check just a 
moment ago about something much 
more important than this. You 
know, I’ve been living in a dream 
world and Andre the Giant is my 
worst nightmare. Just before | came 
into this room, | was in the hallway 
and I saw a little teeny Hulkamaniac 
in a wheelchair. | went up to him 
and he said to me, “You know 
something, Mr. Hogan, we have no 
more role models left in this coun- 
try. There are no heroes left. 
They’re all doing drugs or getting 
involved in sex scandals. You're the 
last American hero.” You know, 
when that kid said that, it regis- 
tered. You know, I’m not preaching. 
I’m not trying to hit on these little 
kids. I’m not up here preaching with 
a $10,000 Rolex watch on my arm, 
man, and I’m not on the cover of 
USA Today this morning. But you 
know, even though Andre claimed 
victory at the Main Event, and we’ve 
got this tournament coming up ... 
the simple fact that I’ve got people 
like that little kid I just met on my 
side makes all the difference. I’m 


the last chance they’ve got and 
Andre is in for one hell of a fight. 
PWI: Andre the Giant claims that he 
defeated you in Indianapolis and he 
is the real World champion. What 
do you have to say about that? 
HOGAN: All I can say is that Andre 
can say he’s the World champion, 
but anybody who watched on NBC 
saw that the referee was totally 
wrong, regardless of Jack Tunney’s 
decision. In my own mind, | know 
that Andre never beat me. Hope- 
fully, in the Hulkamaniacs’ minds, 
they know he never beat me, either. 
PWI: You and Andre have justifiably 
been given first-round byes in the 
tournament. Do you think that favors 
either of you? 

HOGAN: It favors me because he 
won’t have any excuses. I don’t 
want him to be tired from 
wrestling somebody else. | don’t 
want there to be any controversy 
this time, like there was last time. I 
don’t want anybody to be able to 
say, “This was Hulk Hogan’s lucky 
day. Andre the Giant was tired or 
injured or something.” But let me 
guarantee you one thing: Once | 
get by Andre, anybody else who's 
in my way will get steamrolled by 
Hulkamania. 

PWI: How about Ted DiBiase? 
HOGAN: Ted DiBiase is as boring 
as the Olympics. | don’t care how 
much money he has. | guarantee 
you, the violin playing is over. 


Former WWF World champion Hulk Hogan lays 
a boat into his latest enemy, “Million-Dollar 
Man” Ted DiBiase and Hogan could meet at 
WrestleMania IV in the WWF title tournament, 


PWI: Let’s go back to WrestleMania 
Ill. Now, many people, including 
Andre the Giant and Bobby Heenan, 
claim that he had you pinned in the 
opening minutes. What's your opin- 
ion about that? 

HOGAN: I'll be the first to admit 
that he almost had me pinned at 
WrestleMania III and there is some 
controversy about it. He claims he 
had the three-count, but | don’t 
think so. The thing is, Wres- 
tleMania III is old news and Bobby 
Heenan is old news. Look at what 
he’s doing now. He's chasing a dog 
around. 

PWI: What if you don’t win the 


WrestleMania IV tournament? What 
will you do next? 

HOGAN: I’m not even thinking 
about that. I’m thinking positively. | 
can’t win through negative thinking. 
I'll just have to wait and see what 
happens if Hulkamania doesn’t pre- 
vail. 

PWI: What if you were to face one 
of your allies, like Randy Savage or 
Bam Bam Bigelow, at WrestleMania 
V2 

HOGAN: I'd just have to go out and 
beat ‘em to get the World title back. 
They’re nice guys, but they’re gonna 
go down. I'll fight anyone to get the 
title back. O 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: First 
portion was conducted because of 
Hogan’s upcoming WWF World 
title defense against Andre the Giant 
on February 5, 1988, on NBC ... 
Second portion was done following 
Hogan’s controversial loss, but 
before a title tournament was held at 
WrestleMania IV to determine the 
undisputed WWF World heavy- 
weight champion. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
Top 10; No. 2 in the WWF; No. 1 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: He and 


Andre were disqualified in the sec- 
ond round of the tournament (Randy 
Savage emerged as the new champi- 
on) ... Won his second WWF title 
from Savage at WrestleMania V ... 
Captured three more WWF and five 
WCW world titles. 

CURRENT STATUS: He is feuding 
with Ric Flair over the WCW World 
heavyweight title and bracing for an 
inevitable rematch with Bill 
Goldberg. 

INTERVIEWER’/S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “| was surprised to see that 
Hogan wasn’t really depressed after 


his title loss. He had been champion 
for four years, and he probably 
needed a break. He was confident 
about regaining the title at Wres- 
tleMania IV, and | think he surprised 
himself by not getting it back.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “You know, broth- 
er, that mean, ugly, nasty Andre 
might have been right all along. 
He was sick and tired of pandering 
to the public and decided to take 
matters into his own hands. | think 
Andre would be proud of me 
today.” 
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running out. He 
the more he wrestle 


Surviving.” 


id Lex Luger’s World championship dream 
D, come to an end after 30 minutes 58 seconds 

of his Starrcade ‘88 match against Ric Flair? 
While it remains to be seen whether Flair will stick 
to his guns and deny the “Total Package” any future 
NWA World title matches, one thing is certain: 
Luger is not a happy man. 

Ever since he exploded on the wrestling scene with 
a stunning victory over Wahoo McDaniel for the 
Southern title in his first month as a pro (September 
1985), he has been earmarked for greatness. The 
6’5”, 280-pound muscleman from Chicago was 
thought to be the next Hulk Hogan—and the most 
obvious successor to Flair’s NWA crown. 

Luger has had many chances to fulfill his cham- 
pionship potential. In late-1986, Luger received 
several title matches with Flair; unfortunately, bad 
luck and inexperience kept him from winning the 
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belt. But when Luger renewed his assault on Flair 
in mid-1988, he seemed ready to ascend to the 
throne. 

But he hasn’t. On December 26, 1988, in 
Norfolk, Virginia, Luger got the match he wanted: a 
title bout against Flair in which the belt could 
change hands on a disqualification. Luger had sev- 
eral chances to win that Starrcade ’88 main event, 
but was finally—and controversially—pinned by a 
determined Flair. 

Flair says Norfolk was Luger’s last stand, but 
Luger insists he’ll get another chance. And he says 
he hasn’t been frustrated, just slightly set back. 
How’s Luger doing? Senior Editor Bill Apter, 
Associate Editor Dave Rosenbaum, and Assistant 
Editor Eddie Ellner flew to Atlanta to speak with 
Luger. They discovered that the fire hasn’t died out 
in the “Total Package.” 


BILL APTER: Well, Lex, | was pret- 
ty sure that the next time | saw you 
after Starrcade, you'd have the 
NWA World title belt wrapped 
around your waist. I’m sure you 
felt that way, too. What exactly 
went wrong? 

LEX LUGER: What went wrong? 
Are you kidding me, Bill? Every- 
body in the building, everybody 
watching on TV, saw what hap- 
pened. Flair’s a cheater, J.J. Dillon 
helps him, and [referee Tommy] 
Young is blind, that’s what hap- 
pened. How long did | have Flair 
covered that one time? Five, 
six seconds? Where was Young 
when ... 

EDDIE ELLNER: Now wait a sec- 
ond, Lex, I’m perfectly willing to let 
you have your say, but | think your 
memory’s failed you. You're the 
one that nailed Young in the first 
place, and that’s why he was out. 
Besides, right after that, you threw 
Flair over the top rope, so you 
should’ve been disqualified. Forget 
the pin. | admit you had him cov- 
ered for at least three seconds, but 
if Young wasn’t knocked out, you 
would've already been disqualified. 
LUGER: Who’s asking the ques- 
tions and who’s answering here, 
Ellner? Listen, I’ve read some of 
the things you’ve written about 
me, and | don’t like it at all. “Lex 
Loser”? Listen, buddy, | don’t ... 
ELLNER: Hey, if the shoe fits, wear 
it. How many chances have you 
had at Flair? How many times have 
you come close and fallen short? 
What's the story, Luger, don’t you 
have what it takes to win? 

LUGER: You’d better believe I’ve 
got what it takes to win. Flair was 
a beaten man. He escaped me a 
couple of times, but time was run- 
ning short on him. You know and I 
know that Flair hit me with that 
chair when Young’s back was 
turned. Besides, what the heck 
was Dillon doing up on the apron 
in the first place? Young should’ve 
DQ’d Flair right then and there. 
Then, after all that, after all the 
punishment my knee took, | still 
fought back and had him in the 


Lex Luger uses Ric Flair's favorite hold, the figure- 
four legiock. to his own advantage in their match at 
Starreade ‘88. It was another controversial encounter 
thal led to another controversial finish. 


backbreaker ... 

ELLNER: Only to collapse under 
the pressure and get pinned, as 
usual. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: Hold on, 
now! This is “Press Conference.” 
We're here to ask questions, not 
argue. First of all, | don’t think Lex 
collapsed under pressure. He was 
in considerable pain. Lex, how 
much pain were you in? 

LUGER: Well, in all honesty, | felt 
nothing. The adrenaline was flow- 
ing so rapidly and the crowd was 
into it so much, | couldn’t feel 
anything. Flair was up there and | 
could feel his pain, not mine, 
because he was about to call it 
quits. Then that damn knee, it just 
gave out. | didn’t even feel it com- 
ing, otherwise I could’ve switched 
my weight, but | just fell. It was 
the worst thing that ever hap- 
pened to me. Then, wouldn’t you 
know it, Flair falls right on top of 
me. Of course, he used the ropes 
to pin me, although | didn’t realize 
it until afterward. 

APTER: Do you think that really 
mattered? | mean, you came down 
pretty hard. It seemed to me, from 
where | was standing, that Flair 
only used the ropes for insurance. 
You just weren’t going to get up. 
LUGER: I'd have to agree with 
that part, Bill. Flair really didn’t 
need the ropes, but the truth is 
he’s a born cheater and couldn’t 


imagine winning a match without 
them. I was so stunned, | wasn’t 
going to be able to get up. But 
once Flair used the ropes for 
leverage, | had no chance. Zero. 
ELLNER: And the way it looks now, 
you have no chance, zero, for a 
rematch. When you heard about 
what Flair said, what went through 
your mind? 

LUGER: | was hot, sure, and I’m 
still pretty steamed about it. First 
of all, Flair has no right to do that. 
He’s the champ, but the NWA 
decides who the top contenders 
are. If I’m still up there, which | 
am, then there’s no way he can 
duck me. You see, Flair knows that 
time is running out. He knows that 
the more he wrestles me, the less 
chance he has of surviving. 
ROSENBAUM: Well, the law of 
averages proves that. Dusty Rhodes 
has occasionally beaten Flair, but 
only after dozens of title shots. 
Then he usually loses it back right 
away. And look what happened to 
Ronnie Garvin. He couldn't with- 
stand one rematch against Flair. 
Has it ever occurred to you that 
Flair just might be the greatest 
champion ever? 

LUGER: No, Dave, not might’ve 
been. Is. Ric Flair is the greatest 
NWA World champion of all-time. 
There’s no doubt in my mind 
about that. | haven’t wrestled all 
the others, but I can’t imagine 
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Luger suplexes Flair, who 
has used every means at 
this disposal to fight off 
the challenge of the 
“Total Package.” 


anyone being better. Flair cheats 
an awful lot, and he has an ego 
the size of Texas, but there’s no 
doubting his ability. The thing is, 
I’m better than him. And when— 
not if, when—I beat him, I'll be 


the greatest NWA 
World champion of 
all-time. That’s my 
goal. That’s why I’m 
so hot to get that belt 
from him. Because 
until you’ve got the 
title, you’re nothing. 
That's the bottom line. 
APTER: So why haven’t 
you been able to beat 
him? | mean, I'll admit 
that Flair doesn’t 
always play by the 
rules, but he’s been 
beaten before. He’s 
not undefeated. Why 
can’t you beat him? 
You seem to have 
everything it takes. 
What’s the problem, 
Lex? 

LUGER: | don’t know, 
Bill, and it’s damn 
frustrating. But | think 
it’s just been misfor- 
tune. | mean, | had 
him beaten in Bal- 
timore last summer, 
then that damn com- 
missioner came run- 
ning to the ring and stopped the 
match. Flair was ready to submit. 
Then this time, again he was beat- 
en and my leg gave out. You guys 
are forgetting that I’ve pinned 
Flair several times. 


ELLNER: Yeah, but in tag team 
matches when there’s nothing on 
the line. You don’t really think 
Flair wrestles at his peak in those 
matches, do you? There’s no way 
he could and still be ready for the 
title defenses. He’d burn out. 
LUGER: And you don’t think a guy 
like Flair ever gives less than 110 
percent in the ring, do you? You 
have to face off against Flair, you 
have to see the fire in his eyes at 
all times, to believe it, to really 
experience it. That man is all ego 
and pride, and he doesn’t wrestle 
lazy and allow himself to get 
pinned. When | pinned him in 
those tag matches, it was for real. 
Flair meant it, and | mean it when 
I say I’m gonna beat him. 
ROSENBAUM: But first you have 
to get at him. What are you going 
to do about getting more title 
matches? 

LUGER: Well, I’ve already spoken 
to several NWA officials and pro- 
moters, and they all say they'd 
love to see a rematch. You see, I’m 
willing to have my title shots cut 
down. Rick Steiner, Sting, Eddie 
Gilbert, a lot of guys out there 
deserve shots. All I’m saying is | 
want my fair share. Flair can’t cut 
me off just when I’m about to beat 
him. | will wrestle Flair again, and 
I'll beat him. | don’t need 10 or 20 
more chances. All | need is one. (1 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Pursued NWA World champion Ric 
Flair throughout 1988 ... Caught Flair 
in the torture rack on July 10 in 
Baltimore, but a Maryland state athlet- 
ic commissioner stopped the match 
because of a laceration on Luger’s 
forehead ... Secured a bout with Flair 
at Starrcade ‘88 in which the belt 
could change hands on a disqualifica- 
tion ... Flair won again. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 7 in 
Top 10; No. 4 in NWA; No. 6 in Most 
Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Focused on 
the U.S. belt rather than the World title 
... Luger’s four U.S. title reigns lasted a 
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total of three years ... Defeated Barry 
Windham for the vacant WCW title on 
July 14, 1991, in Baltimore—after Flair 
left for the WWF ... In 1993, WWF 
champ Yokozuna proved to be as frus- 
trating for him as Flair had been ... 
Held the WCW World title for five 
days in 1997. 

CURRENT STATUS: Cemented him- 
self as wrestling’s greatest chameleon 
by hitting Bill Goldberg with a cheap 
shot on January 4 and aligning with 
the NWO Elite ... On the sidelines 
due to his torn left biceps, thanks in 
part to Rey Misterio Jr.’s indiscriminate 
use of a car door. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 


Rosenbaum): “Luger was often regard- 
ed as the NWA’s answer to Hulk 
Hogan. The major difference between 
Luger and Hogan was Ric Flair. | don’t 
care what anyone says. No one—not 
even Luger—could dominate Flair in 
his prime.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEWEE 
SAYS: “| can’t believe | was putting up 
with Flair’s crap 10 years ago, and I’m 
still doing it today. But 1999 is a lot 
different from 1989. Yeah, Flair still 
has The Four Horsemen watching his 
back. But | have lots of friends now, 
too. They're called the NWO. | don’t 
care if Flair’s the champ or the presi- 
dent. I’m still a better man than he is.” 
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time former NWA World champion and 

one of the finest wrestlers of the modern 
era. But the word “former” torments him more and 
more as the days go by. 

When Sting pinned Flair’s shoulders to the can- 
vas to become the new champion on July 7 in 
Baltimore, he began what many are claiming will 
be a new era for NWA wrestling. That era will pre- 
sumably not include Flair, who earned the PWI 
Wrestler of the Decade award for the ‘80s, yet who 
many fans now consider to be past his prime. 

After Flair’s recent actions, it’s getting harder to 
argue with that estimation. In the months before 
the Bash, Flair took what could only be described 
as a callous and uncaring attitude toward defend- 
ing the World belt in an honorable fashion. 

Many times, Flair would wrestle lackadaisically 
in non-title matches against opponents such as Lex 
Luger and Junkyard Dog; on most occasions, he 
was pinned. But since the title wasn’t on the line, 
Flair acted like he didn’t even care. Other times, 
he would keep his reign going by opting to wrestle 
in tag team bouts. All that mattered was that the 
belt stayed around his waist by any means possi- 
ble. 

Now Flair’s title days are over. The day after the 
Bash, Senior Editor Bill Apter, Senior Writer David 
Rosenbaum, and Managing Editor Craig Peters 
interviewed the “Nature Boy” in Baltimore. They 
found Flair to be in a remarkably somber mood. 


[= future is a mist for Ric Flair. He is a six- 


“If | did anything wrong 
___ in that match, sh 
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BILL APTER: Ric, my con- 
dolences on losing the 
NWA World title to Sting. 
| think | speak for all of us 
when | say ... 

RIC FLAIR: (angrily) | 
don’t care what you have 
to say, and | don’t want 
your worthless condo- 
lences, Apter. You guys 
are probably going to 
treat me like a lot of the 
fans are, by rubbing my 
nose in my loss. Well, if 
that’s what you've got in 
mind, we can cut this 
crummy interview off 
right now. I demand to be 
treated with the respect 
that a man of my caliber 
deserves. 


Flair is in agony as he fights Sting’s scorpion deathlock. He 
- ,, maintains that because he was on the top for so long, Sting 
CRAIG PETERS: | don’t should immediately give him the opportunity to regain the 


think there’s any disrespect NWA World title. 


intended, Ric. And remem- 

ber, this loss shouldn’t taint all the 
rest of your accomplishments, 
because you have held that NWA 
World belt six times. 

FLAIR: That's right. And I’m here to 
say that there will be a seventh title 
reign. One loss to a man like Sting 
doesn’t put a chink in my armor at 
all. If that California creep has any 
guts, he’ll put that belt up right 
away, and the man he should 
defend it against is me. Who 
deserves a rematch more than yours 
truly? I’ve been the greatest champi- 
on this federation has ever known, 
and the NWA will suffer if I’m not 
the man who’s holding the belt. 
DAVID ROSENBAUM: | don’t agree 
with that at all. I’ve never seen a 
man openly try to devalue a title the 
way you did during the last few 
months of your reign. | still can’t 
believe that the NWA allowed you 
to wrestle in so many non-title 
bouts. 

FLAIR: What's the difference, jerk? 
That's ancient history by now. Sting 
was the number-one contender to 
my title, but we managed to get rid 
of him for a good five months. Hah! 
Then they started sending idiots like 
Lex Luger and Junkyard Dog my 
way, but | showed them what being 


a true champion is all about. 
APTER: Now you’re going way over- 
board. Your title defenses against 
Luger were an absolute disgrace, 
because the Horsemen interfered 
almost every time. And you could 
never pin Dog’s shoulders to the 
canvas, not even once! 

FLAIR: So you say. Hey, if you look 
in the record book, it will say that 
Ric Flair was the World heavy- 
weight champion ... 
ROSENBAUM: Until July 7. | 
thought that Sting would be good in 
that match, but I didn’t really expect 
him to dominate you the way he 
did. It looked like your strategy of 
holding off your best efforts until the 
big match didn’t work at all. 

FLAIR: That’s sheer nonsense. The 
only reason | lost the title to Sting 
was because all of the NWA brass 
was out to get me. Look at all the 
stipulations they put on that Bash 
title match! It bordered on insani- 
ty! First of all, they insisted that my 
manager, Ole Anderson, be hand- 
cuffed to El Gigante. Ridiculous! 
Then they allowed those idiots in 
The Dudes With Attitudes to sur- 
round the ring during the match. 
By the way, as far as I’m con- 
cerned, it was Scott Steiner that 


cost me the match. 

PETERS: That's probably the 
most controversial aspect of 
the bout, actually. You had 
Sting pinned late in the 
match, but Scott interfered. 
APTER: What are you talking 
about? Flair had both his legs 
draped over the second rope, 
and that’s illegal! Scott 
knocked Ric’s legs off the 
ropes. 

FLAIR: That's right, and that’s 
illegal. And remember, there 
was no illegal interference 
from the Horsemen in that 
match. And anyone who saw 
it knows that Scott Steiner 
was the only man who cheat- 
ed. And let this be a warning: 
1 am not going to forget what 
that Michigan moron did to 
me. And as soon as | win my 
title back from Sting, he’s 
going to be the next man | put out 
of wrestling. Sting’s knee injury is 
gonna seem like child’s play com- 
pared to what | do to that Steiner 
idiot. 

ROSENBAUM: | can’t believe you're 
acting so bitter. After all, Sting 
pinned you cleanly in the middle of 
the ring. There certainly was no dis- 
pute over the ending of that bout. 
FLAIR: (pauses) | will give Sting 
credit where credit is due. He put 
up a much better match than | ever 
dreamed he would. | kicked away 
at his left knee, and I thought for 
sure that | would break it again. But 
he managed to take just about 
everything | dished out. If 1 did any- 
thing wrong in that match, it was 
that I underestimated his recupera- 
tive powers. I never dreamed he 
would be back at 100 percent in 
time for the Bash. 

APTER: Many fans that | talked to 
think that even though the match 
went more than 16 minutes, in reali- 
ty you were beaten less than a 
minute into the match. When Sting 
lifted you over his head and pressed 
you, he proved to everybody that his 
knee was back at 100 percent. 
FLAIR: That's ridiculous. One 
decent offensive maneuver does not 


make an entire match. If you ask 
me, Sting’s win was a fluke, pure 
and simple. 

ROSENBAUM: Oh, really? Then 
how come Sting was able to beat 
you at Starrcade '89—using the 
very same small package that he 
beat you with at the Bash? If you 
ask me, Sting’s got your number in 
a big way. 

FLAIR: You know, | should know 
better than to agree to be inter- 
viewed by people who are so open- 
ly biased. So Sting beat me a cou- 
ple of times? Big deal! I’m the man 
who almost ended that punk’s 
lousy career. And I’m going to be 
the man that ties Harley Race’s 
record, because I’m going to win 
the NWA World title a seventh 
time. And when | do it, there aren’t 
going to be any excuses. No fancy 
stipulations and no bull. | am going 
to walk that aisle, step into the 
ring, take off my robe, and deci- 
mate that young punk. Sting will 
not only lose his title, but he’s 
going to lose his career at the same 
time. 

PETERS: Ric, what's the future of 
The Four Horsemen now? It’s obvi- 
ous that their main goal was to pre- 
vent you from losing the title, but 
they weren’t able to get the job 
done. 

FLAIR: Don’t worry about the 


Horsemen. I’ve rr pe 
said it before, and 
I’m saying it again: 
This is the greatest 
Horsemen unit 
that we’ve ever 
assembled. With 
the Andersons, 
Vicious, Windham, 
and myself, we’ve 
got the makings of 
a dynasty. Our 
best days are a- 
head of us, | assure 
you. 

APTER: | don’t 
think so. As far as 
I’m concerned, 
Sting is going to 
hold that belt for a 
long, long time. 
You were great, 
Ric, but time 
changes every- 
thing. | think your 
career as a World 
champion is over. 
FLAIR: I’m going 


to make you choke Flair admits that Sting gave him a much tougher match than 
on those words, expected, but he's livid because Scott Steiner interfered late 
Apter. And that in the bout by pushing his feet off the ropes. 


goes double for all those know- 
nothing fans out there. My best 
days are still ahead of me. Don’t 
forget what | looked like with that 
belt around my waist, because I’m 


going to win it again. And don’t for- 
get what Sting looked like in a hos- 
pital bed, because he’s going back. 
And that’s not a threa—that’s a 
promise. Oo 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Flair’s dominance in the NWA was 
thought to be over after Sting 
defeated him for the World title on 
July 7, 1990, in Baltimore ... Flair 
promised that he and his fellow 
Horsemen—Arn Anderson, Barry 
Windham, and Sid Vicious—would 
end Sting’s career. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 5 in 
Top 10; No. 2 in NWA; No. 2 in 
Most Hated. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: To the 
shock of many, Flair lived up to his 
words by winning his seventh NWA 
World title from Sting six months 
later ... Stripped of the title on July 


1, 1991, when he couldn’t come to 
a contractual agreement with WCW 
... Won the WWF World title twice 
in 1992 ... Returned to WCW in 
1993 and captured the World title 
three more times. 

CURRENT STATUS: Was WCW 
president for 90 days in 1999 and is 
still the leader of The Four Horse- 
men ... Trapped World champion 
Hollywood Hogan in a figure-four 
leglock during a match on February 
21, but Flair’s own son David 
zapped him with a taser and helped 
Hogan win. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “It was one of the most 


uncomfortable interviews I’ve ever 
conducted. He took offense at 
everything we asked. | wasn’t sur- 
prised. Flair wasn’t very happy after 
losing the NWA title to Sting. | think 
he lost confidence for the first 
time.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “When | lost the 
World title to Harley Race, you 
guys said there wouldn't be a sec- 
ond. When | lost the title to Kerry 
Von Erich, you said there wouldn't 
be a third. When | lost my last 
world title to The Giant, you said 
there wouldn’t be another one. Are 
you going to bet against me again?” 


or the past five months, the 
WWF broadcasts have been 
lacking. The programs are still 
some of the best-produced, glossiest 
hours of sports on television, but the 
quality of the announcing just isn’t 
what it used to be. 

That’s because Jesse “The Body” 
Ventura is no longer providing his 
unique brand of color commentary. 
Joining the WWF broadcast team in 
1984, Ventura became the first WWF 
announcer who could articulate the 
perspective of the rulebreaking side of 
the sport. His wry wit and encyclope- 
dic knowledge enhanced every pro- 
gram on which he appeared. 

As of August, however, Ventura’s 
role in the WWF was suddenly termi- 
nated. Federation officials were 
angered that Ventura had attempted to 
sign a merchandising agreement with 
an outside company, and the two 
sides parted company. 

Ventura has been as busy as ever 
since he left the WWF. In the early- 
fall, Jesse stunned his fellow towns- 
people in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, 
by announcing his candidacy for 
mayor. He faced a stern challenge in 
opposing 18-year incumbent James 
Krautkremer. Many scoffed at the for- 
mer grappler’s chances of succeeding 
in the world of politics. Those who 
doubted Ventura didn’t realize how 
serious he was. Campaigning by stick- 
ing to the issues, Ventura captured a 
landslide victory in the November 6 
election. His new role as mayor, com- 
bined with his acting career, ensures 
that Ventura will remain in the public 
eye for a long time to come. 

Associate Editor Bob Smith spoke 
with Ventura at “The Body’s” home in 
Brooklyn Park about five weeks after 
his victory in the election. 
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BOB SMITH: Jesse, thank 
you for taking some time 
out of your busy sched- 
ule to speak with me. 
Congratulations on be- 
coming mayor. 

JESSE VENTURA: Thank 
you. The easy part is 
over. Now I’ve got to get 
to work (/aughs). 
SMITH: We've gotten a 
lot of mail since you 
departed the WWF an- 
nouncer’s booth in early- 
August. Why did you 
leave, and why aren’t the 
fans seeing you on WWF 
Superstars Of Wrestling 
anymore? 

VENTURA: Well, leaving 
really wasn’t my choos- 
ing. | was released by the 
WWF. I’m a very inde- 
pendent type of guy, you 
see. We had actually 
agreed on another one-year deal 
to keep me in the booth, but | got 
involved in a marketing situation. 
The WWF did not have any desire 
to see me do that. | felt that the 
WWF had no right to dictate to 
me what | could and couldn’t do. 
So | went ahead and signed the 
marketing agreement, and the 
WWF went ahead and released 
me. 

SMITH: Was there any bitterness 
over the split? 

VENTURA: Not really. We’re still 
on what I consider to be good 
terms. Apparently, the marketing 
thing was something they couldn’t 
live with. | was doing it for 
myself, and | felt very strongly 
that | do own the rights to my 
name. | have the right to license 
that name to anyone that | choose 
to license it to, and basically 
make my own deals on it. That's 
my choice. The WWF felt there 
was a conflict of interest there. 
SMITH: Did this mark the last time 
you'll ever work with the WWF? 
VENTURA: I never say never. | 
could be back in wrestling again. | 
certainly would entertain it if the 
right offer was given to me in the 


Among the movies Jesse “The Body” 


right situation. 

SMITH: After you left the WWF, 
your campaign for mayor of 
Brooklyn Park was publicized all 
over the country. What factors got 
you interested in that job? 
VENTURA: It’s something that | 
really have been involved in for 
about four years. In the begin- 
ning, | got involved in protecting 
a wetland that was in my neigh- 
borhood; | live right on the Mis- 
sissippi River. The city wanted to 
turn this wetland into a storm- 
sewer retention pond. So, the bat- 
tle started over that, and it was 
during the fight that | noticed that 
our local governments weren’t 
operating the way they were 
intended to when this great coun- 
try was formed. 

SMITH: What was wrong? 
VENTURA: It just got to the point 
where it didn’t seem to matter 
what the citizens wanted. When a 
developer—and | mean just one 
developer—can dictate to the city 
what’s going to happen in a neigh- 
borhood, something is wrong. | 
didn’t feel that one person can 
dictate to an entire neighborhood. 
SMITH: So this got you involved in 


Ventura has acted in is The Predator. Ventura recently was 
elected mayor of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. He left the WWF last August in a dispute over the 
rights to merchandise his name. 


politics for the first time. 
VENTURA: Right. From protecting 
a wetland it began to multiply, and 
then as | got further involved in 
more city government, | began to 
see more things that didn’t please 
me. You know, government is a 
corporation today. But the citizens 
are the stockholders. They’re the 
ones footing the bill. Therefore, 
you listen to what your stockhold- 
ers want. Hopefully, that’s what 
I’m going to bring to this office. 
That’s why I ran, and now I’m find- 
ing it a challenge; it’s enjoyable. 
Plus, I’m now honorable. All my 
mail now comes to the honorable 
Jesse Ventura (/aughs). 

SMITH: Does your foray into poli- 
tics mean that you'll devote less 
time to your acting career? 
VENTURA: Not really. | made it 
very clear to the people that I’m 
not about to give up my career. 
Hey, in order to live off what I’m 
paid as mayor, I’d have to go on 
welfare. | have to go out and earn 
a living, because the mayor’s posi- 
tion is only part-time. 

SMITH: There’s still a lot of work 
involved in that “part-time” job, 
though. 
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Hulk Hogan and Ventura con- 
test an arm-wrestling match in 
the AWA in 1983. Ventura 
claims he still has the ability to 
come out of retirement and 
defeat the “Hulkster.” 


VENTURA: It’s going to be a 
learning experience, and I’m sure 
I’m going to make many mistakes. 
1 don’t think anyone will fault me 
for that. Hey, this was a non-par- 
tisan election. In my campaign, | 
neither sought, nor did I receive, 
any political endorsements. On 
the other side, | had Democrats 
and Republicans going together 
dropping their mutual party dif- 
ferences to support the incum- 
bent mayor. So, in essence, we 
took on both parties—and we 
beat them soundly. We took all 
21 precincts, and about 64 per- 
cent of the vote. I think in any- 
body’s book that’s a landslide. 
I'm really thankful to the people 
for my success. 

SMITH: Speaking of success, your 
acting career has been a very fruit- 
ful one so far. | understand you 
have some more appearances 
coming up. 

VENTURA: That’s true. I have a 
cameo in a new film called Re- 
possessed, a spoof of The Exorcist 
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which stars Linda Blair and Leslie 
Neilsen. | also did an episode of 
Hunter, which was broadcast in 
November. Then, | have my own 
starring role in a new movie 
called Abraxas, which should be 
released in January or February. 
SMITH: What did you think of 
Hulk Hogan’s No Holds Barred? 
VENTURA: I think it did okay. | 
wouldn't nominate it for an 
Academy Award. It got me a great 
payday, since | was in the movie. 
You know, I’ve always upstaged 
Hogan, he just don’t know it. He’s 
too thick-headed to realize that. 
SMITH: It seems Hollywood never 
gets enough of you. 

VENTURA: Yes, but don’t forget 
that I’m still involved in broad- 
casting. I’m in my second year as 
a radio commentator with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. I’m very 
happy with this role, but ! still 
want even more. 

SMITH: In football? 

VENTURA: That’s right. | want 
network football. | can outtalk 


any of these TV color men. You 
see, | take a different slant than 
the majority of your color com- 
mentators. | don’t try to bore the 
people with statistics. | take the 
approach of just being one of the 
guys, sitting in the living room 
and eating pretzels while watch- 
ing the game. | don’t quite go to 
the extremes that | did in wres- 
tling, but | try to entertain the 
people while the players are in 
the huddle. It’s wrestling’s loss 
and football’s gain. 

SMITH: I’m glad you brought 
wrestling up. What are your views 
on the sport right now? Attend- 
ance has been down in some 
areas. 

VENTURA: That’s because I’m 
gone (laughs). You notice the 
downward spiral started during the 
summer, right about the time | left 
the broadcast booth. Right when I 
left, everything went to hell! 
SMITH: I'd like to get your impres- 
sions on some of the top stars. 
What do you think of The UI- 


timate Warrior, the current WWF 
World champion? 

VENTURA: Well, he’s certainly 
got a build. 

SMITH: Is that all? 

VENTURA: I think he has im- 
proved. Throughout the course of 
his reign as champion, his talent 
is increasing. His wrestling ability 
is increasing to the point where 
he doesn’t have to rely totally on 
his brute strength. His endurance 
is getting better, too. | think his 
stamina has improved tremen- 
dously the last year. Plus, he’s 
carrying the schedule of a cham- 
pion, and that’s to his credit. 
SMITH: How about Hulk Hogan? 
Are his best days behind him? 
VENTURA: No way. | think Hulk 
is going to be back stronger than 
ever. He’s out doing movies now, 
and that will drive him to be 
stronger than ever at wrestling. 
That’s all I’ll say about that. 
SMITH: What are your impres- 
sions of Sting, the current NWA 
World champion? 

VENTURA: | think he’s good, but 
he ain’t no Ric Flair. But then 
again, Flair isn’t gutsy, either. 
SMITH: You think he’s been hid- 
ing behind The Four Horsemen for 
too long? 

VENTURA: No, that’s not it at all. 
I think he should’ve pushed hard- 
er for the ultimate confronta- 
tion—with Hogan. Flair has a 
huge name, and he’s got a huge 
number of fans. Flair’s always 
claimed to be number one, but in 
the minds of the majority of the 
fans, Hulk’s the top man. The only 
way for Flair to prove his claim is 
to get into the ring with Hulk. He 
should’ve taken the initiative, 
because Hulk’s surely not going to 
go looking for him. 

SMITH: All this wrestling talk 
reminds me of your no-holds- 
barred style of color commentary. 
Will the fans ever see Jesse 
Ventura in wrestling again? 
VENTURA: Could be. But if the 
fans really want to see me again, 
they should contact the wrestling 
organizations, because Jesse don’t 


“The Body” soaks in the fan’s cheers as Vince McMahon looks on with perhaps a 
bit of jealousy. Ventura does not discount the possibility of returning to the WWF. 


work for free. I’ve got to get an 
offer before | can accept the 
work. Who knows? Maybe they 
don’t want me anymore. But even 
if they don’t, Jesse will survive. 
SMITH: I’m sure you will. Thank 
you, Jesse, for the interview. 
VENTURA: Just one more thing. | 


know I’m retired, and it’s been a 
long time since | wrestled. | just 
want to say that I could still come 
out of retirement and defeat Ho- 
gan—if the WWF had enough 
money, but | don’t think they do. If 
they could entice me, | can still beat 
Hogan. I can still cheat, you know.) 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Released by the WWF because of 


a merchandising dispute after six 


years as a color commentator ... 
Elected mayor of Brooklyn Park, 
Minnesota ... Repossessed, a film 
in which he and Gene Okerlund 
made cameo appearances, had 
been released ... Open to a return 
to wrestling if made the right 
offer. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Joined 
Jim Ross and Tony Schiavone as a 
member of WCW’s broadcast 


team ... Enjoyed a successful term 
as mayor ... Became a member of 
the Reform Party. 

CURRENT STATUS: Elected goy- 
ernor of Minnesota on November 
3, 1998, defeating Republican 
Norman Coleman and Democrat 
Hubert Humphrey Ill ... Touted as 
a future presidential candidate. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT: 
Interviewer unavailable. 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIE- 
WEE SAYS: Ventura could not be 
reached for comment. 
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THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


t was such an overly asked query for such a long time that the question 
| became almost moot: What happened to The Ultimate Warrior? 

After SummerSlam ’91—where the war-painted superstar teamed with Hulk 
Hogan to defeat Sgt. Slaughter, Gen. Adnan, and Col. Mustafa—the Warrior 
packed his bags and left not only 
Madison Square Garden, but the WWF as 
well. 

Some said Warrior was miffed that spe- 
cial referee Sid Justice was invited back to 
the ring for Hogan’s postbout pose-down. 
Other insiders insisted that Warrior depart- 
ed the federation because of a contract dis- 
pute. Still others noted that the Warrior, 
despite his status as a superstar, was physi- 
cally exhausted. 

There is little dispute that after just four 
years in the federation, the Warrior has 
become one of the most successful stars in 
WWF history. How many men can say 
they hold pinfall victories over Hogan, 
Rick Rude, the Undertaker, Andre the 
Giant, and Randy Savage? And the Warrior 
is the only man in WWE history to have 
held both the World and Intercontinental 
titles at the same time—an achievement 
accomplished at WrestleMania VI when he 
pinned Hogan. 

When Warrior disappeared last August— 
and stayed away for eight months—many 
people assumed that he was gone for 
good. So even the most ardent insiders 
were surprised when Warrior came to the 
rescue of Hogan when he was being dou- 
ble-teamed by Justice and Papa Shango at 
WrestleMania VIII. It was then that Hogan 
and Warrior finally drank in the cheers 
reserved only for the two most popular 
stars in the federation. And those good 
vibes carried through to the post-Wrestle- 
Mania press conference, where an unchar- 
acteristically upbeat Warrior answered 
questions from the assembled press. 
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ULTIMATE WARRIOR: 
How’s everybody feel this 
evening? It’s good to be 
back, thanks a lot. It's 
great to be back. It’s great 
to take a little rest and 
come back and do what 
you love doing the most. 
REPORTER: Where have 
you been so long? 
WARRIOR: I needed a lot 
of rest (laughs). 
REPORTER: Did you have 
problems because of 
when Jake Roberts’ cobra 
bit you? 

WARRIOR: The snake 
bite? | recovered from 
the snake bit. That isn’t 
why | took the time off. 
I’d been on the road for 
five years. Most people, 
for instance like in 
Indianapolis tonight, they 
think we work here, then 
go home, then we stay 
there until we come back 
to Indianapolis again. A 
wrestler is on a schedule 
of working in a different 
city every night for about 
320 to 340 days a year. In a posi- 
tion like that, with the pressures 
that come with it, | was mentally 
and physically fatigued. | took 
some time off, | don’t feel guilty 
about it. | went home and rested 
up, but now I’m back and ready to 
go full force. 

REPORTER: How do you feel about 
Randy Savage coming back to 
wrestle, since you were the man 
who put him out of action? 
WARRIOR: Even though people 
have their differences—in any- 
thing that has any competitiveness 
to it in the corporate world or 
sports entertainment, such as pro- 
fessional wrestling—you still have 
to have respect for a man like 
Randy. We did our thing at the 
last WrestleMania. There was a 
spot open for him to come back, 
and | can’t think of anyone better 
to fill the void. 

REPORTER: So what do you want 
to accomplish this time in the 


WWF? 

WARRIOR: First thing I want to do 
is go after Sid Justice. Things have 
been happening here, and Hulk 
Hogan has been carrying the ball 
for a long time. It’s only natural 
for him to want to take some time 
off and move on to other things. 
He deserves everything he’s 
worked for, and everything that 
might come to him. My match 
with Hogan at the Toronto 
SkyDome at WrestleMania VI was 
one of the greatest moments of my 
entire life. It’s the World 
Wrestling Federation and all the 
people who are loyal to it, the par- 
ents and the kids, that come out. | 
feel | owe it to the WWF and 
myself to come back and achieve 
whatever I can. 

REPORTER: How did it feel to step 
in the ring again? 

WARRIOR: Well, I never really 
stepped in the ring (Jaughs). It was 
kind of like sliding in for a home 


Prior to saving Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania Vill, The Ultimate Warrior's last appearance was also 
with Hogan. The two defeated Sgt. Slaughter, Gen. Adnan, and Col. Mustafa at SummerSlam ’91. 


run. It felt great—especially for a 
spectacular event like Wrestle- 
Mania, and 73,000 people, or 
whatever it was. The biggest part 
about it was that it was a total sur- 
prise to just about everybody out 
there—and that felt even better. 
The response | got from all the 
people was overwhelming. 
REPORTER: Are you coming back 
a stronger wrestler? Any more 
moves, new moves? 

WARRIOR: Are you trying to tell 
me | don’t have a repertoire that’s 
not very large, or what? (Warrior 
and reporters laugh.) There are 
certain things that other wrestlers 
have to do to compete and rise to 
a certain level. Some of those 
things that other wrestlers have to 
do, | don’t have to do. My training 
is situated around different areas 
to achieve different things. If 
you’re asking me if I’m going to 
do armdrags and hiptosses and 
other things like that, well, you’re 
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not going to see that stuff from 
me. You're going to see me going 
with high-intensity—more intensi- 
ty than anybody the World 
Wrestling Federation has—and 
hopefully that’s enough to get me 
through. It has up to this point, 
and | don’t think it’s going to let 
me down now. 

REPORTER: You've beaten Hogan, 
Andre, and several others—and 
you're about the only man who 
has done those great things. How 
do you adjust to being able to go 
against so many differentle types of 
wrestlers? 

WARRIOR: | always work with the 
things | know best: my strength, 
my agility, my intensity, and my 
conditioning. | train every day. | 
get in the gym. | stay in good 
shape, and I let that speak for 
itself. 

REPORTER: What about Jake 
Roberts? Do you think you might 
want to deal with him before you 
get to Justice? 

WARRIOR: No. | had some deal- 
ings with The Undertaker at one 
time, and | don’t think anyone 
here has forgotten that. | think 
Undertaker pretty much wrapped 
it up with Jake “The Snake,” and 
I’m ready to move on to bigger 
and better things. What Jake did 
to me? I feel that when you walk 
through life, you've got to open 
your arms and let people in, no 
matter what their intentions are— 
even when somebody does some- 
thing that’s not particularly right. 
Jake did that, and | also believe 
that what goes around comes 
around, At WrestleMania VIII, 
what went around came around, 
and The Undertaker took care of 
business. [There is a pause while 
reporters scribble quotes onto 
their notepads.] There’s got to be 
some more questions! You’ve got 
a guy standing up here, 6’4” and 
270 pounds with his face painted, 
and nobody’s got any questions! 
(laughs) 

REPORTER: What did you do dur- 
ing your time off? 

WARRIOR: | rested up. | stayed in 
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During his first stint with the WWF, The 
Ultimate Warrior ran roughshod over the 
competition. The Undertaker was just 
one of his victims. 


the gym. I’ve been working out 
since | was a kid. I think it’s good 
for kids, it’s a form of discipline. It 
helped me achieve the things I 
wanted to do in life. | continued 
to train and stay in shape. | didn’t 
watch much wrestling. | read and 
heard and talked, kept in touch 
with my friends. This just seemed 
like the perfect time to come 
back. 

REPORTER: Why didn’t you watch 
much wrestling? 

WARRIOR: | was busy doing other 
things. Mentally and physically, | 
had had enough of wrestling for a 
while. | needed a break from it. 
Not just to not actually do it, but 
not to see it at all. The way cable- 
TV is now, you can get 10 to 12 
hours of wrestling every week. | 


figured that wasn’t good psycholo- 


gy: 

REPORTER: When did you decide 
to come back? Your timing 
couldn't have been more perfect. 
WARRIOR: Obviously, with 
where I was in the WWF before I 
left, you just don’t leave and not 
stay in touch. | stayed in touch, 
and | had some serious talks over 
the table—quite a few. Took 
some trips up to Stamford to the 
offices to talk to them about what 
I wanted to do. My loyalty is to 
this company, and with my 
friendships with people like Hulk 
Hogan, | just felt this was the 
right thing to do. 

REPORTER: Did other wrestling 
organizations try to contact you 
while you were gone? 

WARRIOR: | didn’t make myself 
available to other wrestling feder- 
ations. | started out in World 
Class, wrestling as The Dingo 
Warrior. When | came to the 
WWF, that was it—the door was 
shut. | was unapproachable. | 
don’t want to work for any other 
wrestling organization, whether 
it’s in the States or overseas. 
REPORTER: Did you always want 
to be a wrestler? 

WARRIOR: No, | didn’t. It was 
something that | fell into. | don’t 
think very many of the people 
here had any intention of being 
wrestlers, unless they’re second- 
or third-generation wrestlers. 
Most of the guys here are very 
well-educated. They’ve got de- 
grees and have done other things 
in their lives. When we speak of 
the WWF, we talk of entertain- 
ment. When you see me on TV on 
Saturday morning, you see me 
ranting and raving and carrying 
on. | think the people respond to 
that. But when you see me here 
talking to you, my name is Jim 
Hellwig. | was a chiropractor 
before | got into wrestling. When 
you buy a ticket to the WWF for 
yourself or your family, you get 
top-class entertainment. But when 
I leave the arena, | do the things I 
want to do. | don’t walk around 


with my face painted in public, | 
don’t wear streamers around my 
arms. 

REPORTER: Do you thinks it’s time 
for Hulk Hogan to give it up? 
WARRIOR: | think it’s time for 
Hulk Hogan to give it up when 
Hulk Hogan wants to give it up. | 
think Hogan has to make that 
choice for himself. There’s a lot of 
opportunities because of what he’s 
done for the WWF—and because 
of what the WWF has done for 
him. I think you have to move on 
to different challenges in order to 
keep from getting stale. | don’t 
think there’s anybody in this 
room—including myself—that can 
say that Hulk Hogan hasn’t done 
everything that one person can do 
in wrestling. He’s a young man, 
and he can do whatever he wants. 
I think that decision has to be left 
up to him. 

REPORTER: So have you signed for 
any matches yet? 

WARRIOR; | start back later this 
month against Sid Justice in 
Baltimore. Hopefully, it won’t 
take too long against Justice, and 
then it’s on to better things. I’ve 
never backed down or stepped 
aside from any challenge, and | 
won't do it now. Oo 


For the most part, Warrior and Hulk 
Hogan have been friends. They met just 
once in the ring, at WrestleMania VI in 
Toronto. Warrior overpowered the 
“Hulkster” to capture the World title. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
After helping WWF World champi- 
on Hulk Hogan defeat Set. 
Slaughter, Col. Mustafa, and Gen. 
Adnan at SummerSlam ‘91, he dis- 
appeared for eight months .. 
Reappeared at WrestleMania VIII 
and rescued Hogan from an attack 
by Sid Justice and Papa Shango ... 
Although he had beaten Hogan for 
the belt in the past, he targeted Sid 
upon his return. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Un- 
ranked. 


AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Trounced 
Justice in matches across the coun- 
try ... Won PWI’s 1992 Comeback 
of the Year Award ... Disappeared 
soon after ... Briefly returned to the 
WWF and beat Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley in a mere 1:38 at 
WrestleMania XII. 

CURRENT STATUS: Hogan, thanks 
to nephew Horace’s interference, 
finally gained a pinfall victory 
over The Warrior on October 25, 
1998 ... That embarrassment 
apparently drove The Warrior 


back into hiding. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “There were many main- 
stream news and sports reporters at 
the WrestleMania press conference. 
The Warrior tried to appeal to that 
crowd by describing wrestling as 
‘entertainment’ and talking about 
his other interests. But he made no 
bones about it. He claimed to be in 
the WWF for life.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: Warrior could not 
be reached for comment. 


SID VICIOUS 


hen Sid Vicious returned to WCW in mid- 

Wi the general consensus was that the 

8”, 318-pound muscleman would resume 
his temporarily suspended assault on the WCW World ys 
heavyweight title. The general consensus was wrong. 
Shortly after arriving, he formed an alliance with 
the champion himself, Big Van Vader. 

It’s an incredible duo. Each possesses an awe- 
some power bomb, a potentially crippling 
maneuver both men have used to disable 
several opponents. Vader, for his part, has 
used it on Sting, Nikita Koloff, Cactus Jack, 
and Ron Simmons. Could Vicious be next? 

Vicious, known as Sid Justice in the WWF, 
is one of wrestling’s most notorious under- 
achievers. When he came out of West 
Memphis, Arkansas, in the late 1980s, every- 
one thought he was bound for heavyweight 
superstardom. But, after a failed alliance with i 
The Four Horsemen, Sid stalled in WCW. He \ — 
jumped to the WWF and targeted the title, but 
was eventually upstaged by Hulk Hogan. He left 
the federation after losing to the “Hulkster” at 
WrestleMania VIII. 

After that, Sid wrestled only once (teaming with 
Johnny Rotten at the Kerry Von Erich memorial 
card in early-April) before returning to WCW and 
becoming Vicious again. To the surprise of many, 
he returned with a manager, Col. Robert Parker. 
The one constant in Sid’s inconsistent career has 
been bad management and poor advice. Again 
he seems willing to put himself in someone else’s 
hands. 

Shortly after coming back to WCW, Vicious took 
some time out from a heavy training session to 
speak with PWI Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum, 
Managing Editor V.J. Paterno, and Associate 
Publisher Craig Peters. He once again proved that 
he’s not just some dumb muscleman, but actually a 


pretty bright guy. 


78 


DAVE ROSENBAUM: Let’s get 
right to the point, Sid. When are 
you going to wrestle Vader? 

CRAIG PETERS: Boy, you’ve never 
heard of tact, have you, Dave? 

SID VICIOUS: That’s fine with me. 
I don’t like glazing over the facts, 
so if you have something to ask 
me, just ask it. The answer is, | 
don’t know. 

V.J. PATERNO: You don’t know? 
VICIOUS: That’s what I said. Need 
an explanation? 

ROSENBAUM: We wouldn’t mind 
one. After all, it doesn’t make 
sense for you to be friends with 
Vader. He has the belt. 

VICIOUS: Who said friends can’t 
wrestle? 

PATERNO: Well ... 

VICIOUS: Well, nothing. Vader 
and | have an understanding. We 
can speak honestly with each 


ilie.. 
Sid Vicious stunned WCW twice: first by returning 
under the management of Col. Parker, then by join- ; 
ing forces with Big Van Vader. 


other, and when I’m ready to 
wrestle him, I’ll let him know it. I 
guarantee he won’t say no. 
ROSENBAUM: | heard him say 
he’d beat you no problem. 
VICIOUS: He’s confident. I’m con- 
fident. He wouldn’t stand a 
chance, but it would be a tough 
match. 

PETERS: Is that a prediction? 
VICIOUS: No, it’s a fact. Vader’s a 
great champion, one of the best in 
WCW history, but he’s not un- 
beatable. He knows that. We talk 
about it all the time. 

PATERNO: You talk about his 
weaknesses? 

VICIOUS: We talk about mine, 
too. It’s a short discussion. 
ROSENBAUM: Very sharp. So 
when’s it going to happen? 
VICIOUS: I told you. I don’t 
know. 


PETERS: What's your idea of 
ready? 

VICIOUS: I’ve seen plenty of chal- 
lengers take 20 matches and 
they’re not ready to win the belt 
until the 15th. Eventually, the 
champion’s going to make a mis- 
take and lose, but that’s not fair. 
I’ll wrestle Vader when I’m ready 
to beat him the first time with 
three beats of the arm. That’s 
when. 

PATERNO: Does Col. Parker have 
a schedule for you? 

VICIOUS: If he does, he’s not say- 
ing. The Colonel’s different from 
the others. He doesn’t put pres- 
sure on me. He wants the title and 
he knows | want the title. The plan 
is to proceed cautiously. I’m 
young. There’s plenty of time. 
ROSENBAUM: | hope this doesn’t 
come off sounding wrong, but you 
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Vicious feuded with Sting in late-1990, culminating in a remarkable title match at 


Halloween Havoc. Sting and Davey Boy Smith were Vicious and Vader’s first targets 


upon uniting. 


sound more mature, Sid. 
VICIOUS: Are you saying I’m not 
mature? 

PETERS: Nice wording, Dave. 
ROSENBAUM: No, I’m just saying 
you're more patient and you seem 
to be thinking before you act. For 
instance, | don’t think you 
would've joined The Four Horse- 
men if you really gave it some 
deep thought. 

VICIOUS: | gave it some deep 
thought. It was the right move at 
the time, but Flair was afraid of 
me and he never admitted it pub- 
licly. | would’ve won the belt sev- 
eral times, but Flair always got in 
the way. That was the problem. 


PATERNO: Do you regret joining 
the Horsemen? 

VICIOUS: | don’t regret anything. 
It was an experience. Nothing 
wrong with that. 

PETERS: You just got done with 
your workout ... 

VICIOUS: I’m not done. I’m in the 
middle. If | was done, | wouldn’t 
be sitting here in these sweaty 
shorts. 

PETERS: Well, my question is, how 
long do your workouts last and 
what do they consist of? 

VICIOUS: They last three hours, 
broken up into one hour of warm- 
ing up in the first half and two 
hours of heavy lifting in the sec- 


ond half. | bench-press, squat, 
deadlift, do curls, leg exercises, 
more bench-presses, jump rope, 
and there are a few of the 
Colonel’s secret exercises. 

PETERS: Secret exercises? What are 
they? 

VICIOUS: I can’t say. They’re 
secrets. 

ROSENBAUM: Of course, Craig. 
They’re secrets. Are your workouts 
more intense than they used to be? 
VICIOUS: Not more intense, just 
more focused, just like the rest of 
my life. I’m not into wasting time 
anymore. I’m not into having fun. 
I’m into winning and doing every- 
thing necessary to make sure I 
win. 

PATERNO: Let's talk some more 
about the Horsemen. What do you 
think about their reunion? 
VICIOUS: | think Paul Roma’s a 
bad substitute for Sid Vicious. 
PATERNO: Is that all? 

VICIOUS: | think Flair, Ole, and 
Arn are old and past their prime. I 
think Flair will use Roma every 
way he can. | think that since 
Tully Blanchard, the toughest man 
in the whole group, isn’t around 
anymore, it makes them a weaker 
team. | think The Four Horsemen 
should’ve stayed retired the first 
time, instead of running the risk of 
having someone like me retire 
them the second. | could do it. 
ROSENBAUM: Would you like to 
get your hands on Flair? 

VICIOUS: It’s not a priority, but it 
would be nice. It would give me 
great pleasure to give him a one- 
way ticket out of wrestling. His 
“Flair For The Gold” segment? 
Good idea. He has a career in 
broadcasting and he should stick 
with it. 

PATERNO: How about if Flair wins 
the World title? 

VICIOUS: How about it? It will 
never happen. Vader’s the man. 
PETERS: How about Parker? A lot 
of people, myself included, 
thought you’d never have another 
manager after your bad experi- 
ences with the Horsemen and 
Harvey Wippleman. Why’d you go 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Returned to WCW, and instead of 
targeting World champion Big 
Van Vader, he formed The 
Masters of the Power Bomb team 
with him ... There was specula- 
tion on whether Vader, managed 
by Harley Race, and Vicious, 
managed by Col. Robert Parker, 
could co-exist. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 6 in 
WCW; No. 7 in Most Hated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: He and 
Vader lost to Davey Boy Smith and 
Sting on July 18 when Smith 
pinned Vader at 16:44 ... Steve 
Austin left partner Brian Pillman to 


join Parker, enraging Vicious ... 
Was fired by WCW after getting 
into a bloody hotel room brawl 
with Arn Anderson in October 
1993 (two months before he was to 
get a title match with Vader) ... 
Won the WWF World title in 1996 
and 1997 ... Took several months 
off to nurse old injuries, then resur- 
faced in the NWA. 

CURRENT STATUS: Climbing the 
rankings to challenge ECW cham- 
pion Taz. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “Sid was immature then, 
but I think he’s changed. He finally 
realized his potential by winning 


along with Parker? 

VICIOUS: Because he’s a smart 
man and he knows the sport. He 
made me a good offer, I looked it 
over, and | thought it was a good 
idea. Besides, there’s enough for a 
wrestler to worry about in this 
sport without worrying about the 
little details. If you ask me, every 
wrestler should have a manager. 
I’m surprised they all don’t. Look 
at boxers. They all have managers 
and trainers. Wrestling’s too tough 
to go it alone. 

PATERNO: Can you trust Parker? 
VICIOUS: Can anyone trust any- 
one? There are always risks, and 
maybe I’m taking one, but it looks 
to me like the Colonel is out for 
my best interests, because they're 
his best interests, too. It’s like any 
other sport. If | win, we’ll both be 
happy. If | lose, there’ll be some 
changes. 

PETERS: It sounds as if you’re turn- 
ing into a businessman. 

VICIOUS: I am a businessman. 
Sports are business. And like all suc- 
cessful businessmen, I’m dead seri- 
ous about what I’m doing. Let every- 
one else judge the risks of that. 0 


Vicious’ physique is ample testament to 
his incredible workout regimen. He 
says that his workouts now are more 
focused and productive than ever. He 
also seems more mature. 


the WWF World title twice, yet 
went right back to his rambling 
ways. I’d be surprised if he stayed 
in ECW long enough to win Taz’ 
title.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “I'm tired of hearing 
how I'm my own worst enemy. 
Want to know my worst enemy? It’s 
the fear other wrestlers have of me. 
Vader, Ric Flair, Steve Austin, and 
the rest of ‘em were scared to 
death. So were Shawn Michaels 
and Bret Hart in the WWF. Dif- 
ference is, they had the guts to give 
me title matches—and | destroyed 
them.” 
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here aren’t wrestlers one can 
[ evi watching while at the 
same time despising their atti- 
tude. Shawn Michaels is one of the few. 

Egotistical, full of himself, obnoxious 

. all these words and their synonyms 
describe Michaels. The native of San 
Antonio, Texas, considers himself a gift 
to wrestling, and to women. At least as 
far as wrestling is concerned, the man 
lives up to his boasts. 

He’s not blessed with overpowering 
size, but he certainly ranks pound-for- 
pound among the best wrestlers around. 
Michaels has great technical skill and 
good speed, plus one characteristic that 
can’t be developed in the gym—charis- 
ma. 

The “Heartbreak Kid’ clearly enjoys 
wrestling, and transmits that enthusiasm 
to the crowd, even if they aren’t always 
on his side. His “Heartbreak Hotel” seg- 
ment on WWF telecasts is controver- 
sial—but watched. 

The two-time WWF Intercontinental 
champion hasn’t worn the belt for near- 
ly a year, but—publicly at least—he 
says he is pleased to see his protege 
Diesel as the current champion. What's 
next on Michaels’ horizon? Does he 
expect to one day battle his seven-foot 
friend? Will he pursue the WWF World 
title? Will he ever be humbled to the 
point where he’Il change his attitude? 

“He’s cocky, and you don’t want to 
like him, but you do anyway,” says 
Senior Editor Bill Apter, who conducted 
this interview. “Shawn is certainly 
among the top wrestlers of our day, and 
a colorful personality to boot, plus he’s 
got plenty of years ahead of him. Who 
knows how far he could go?” 


APTER: First of all, Shawn, 
let's go back to Wrestle- 
Mania. The ladder match 
between you and Razor 
Ramon, in my opinion, has 
all it takes to become Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED'S 
Match of the Year. We 
weren't in the ring with you. 
Tell us what was you were 
feeling throughout the match. 
MICHAELS: Well, without a 
doubt, it was one of the 
toughest matches that I’ve 
ever been through. But 
you’re talking about Wrestle- 
Mania X, and in my opinion, 
it was one of the biggest 
events in my career and in 
all of professional wrestling. 
That particular day, | was 
psyched and ready to go. 
And it’s amazing that you go 
into the ring with Razor 
Ramon and have a match 
that will go down in history. 
For the first time | didn’t 
care if | won or I lost. 
APTER: Why? 

MICHAELS: Because I came 
out of that ring and | knew that for 
the first time ever I had given the 
wrestling fans, the wrestling world, 
myself, and my opponent the great- 
est match an athlete can give in his 
respective field. | felt that that was 
enough of an accomplishment on 
my part. The fact that a guy 
climbed a ladder faster than | did 
means absolutely nothing. I’ve 
never been pinned by Razor 
Ramon. I’ve never been pinned by 
any athletes in the World Wrestling 
Federation. So, in my opinion, 
WrestleMania X was nothing but a 
success for me, Shawn Michaels, 
and, of course, Razor Ramon. 
APTER: A lot of talk has been going 
around the wrestling industry 
about tension between you and 
Diesel. A lot of people said that 
you couldn’t beat Razor Ramon, so 
that’s why you sent Diesel after 
him. What’s your opinion on this? 
And will you step in and wrestle 
Diesel eventually? 

MICHAELS: Well, every time you 


got two guys who hang around 
together and are buddies, the 
wrestling world and the press have 
a tendency to cause problems or 
make a mountain out of a molehill 
when there is absolutely nothing 
wrong. I mean, Diesel and | are just 
like any other two guys. We agree 
and we disagree. Name two friends 
who don’t. But to say that there is a 
problem in the camp of the 
“Heartbreak Kid” ... 

APTER: During the Royal Rumble 
there was an incident on TV ... 
MICHAELS: See!? Everybody keeps 
talking about that Royal Rumble! 
APTER: ... where Diesel said that he 
wouldn’t protect you and he want- 
ed to win the thing himself. 
MICHAELS: Exactly. That’s under- 
standable. Diesel made one thing 
perfectly clear to me: He’s not a 
bodyguard anymore. He’s now a 
legitimate athlete, a legitimate 
superstar in the World Wrestling 
Federation. | mean, there was a 
tough transition there from body- 


Shawn Michaels calls his WrestleMania ladder match against Razor Ramon “one of the 
biggest events of my career.” Despite losing, he says he had given “the greatest match an 
athlete can give in his respective field.” 


guard to wrestler that caused a lit- 
tle friction between us, but once he 
made it clear to me that he wanted 
to be a wrestler, he wanted me to 
help him become a superstar in the 
World Wrestling Federation. | felt 
like it was no problem. The guy’s 
got a lot of talent, and he can be 
something someday, as long as he 
listens to the “Heartbreak Kid.” 
APTER: With his size, it appears his 
potential is limitless. 

MICHAELS: As you know, Bill, size 
doesn’t win professional wrestling 
matches. I’m one of the best ath- 
letes in the world of wrestling and 
I’m not as big as they come. But 
when you’re better than everybody 
else, you don’t need to be big. But 
Diesel has the opportunity to be 
bigger than everybody else and 
have the knowledge that Shawn 
Michaels has in his head, given to 
him by me if I choose to do so. 
He’s at a point in his life and his 
career where he can definitely be a 
force in professional wrestling and 


Michaels says it's highly unlikely 
he'll go after a third Intercon- 
tinental belt. He's thinking of pur- 
suing the WWF World title now 


.. held by Bret Hart, a rival he's .. 
a 


wrestled before. 


in the World Wrestling Federation. 
But, let’s face it, he’s got to have 
me to get there. 

APTER: Well, then, do you plan to 
challenge him for the Inter- 
continental belt? 

MICHAELS: No, my interest is no 
longer in the Intercontinental 
championship. My interests now 
are my “Heartbreak Hotel,” which, 
of course, has sent the ratings for 
the WWE through the roof. 

APTER: | understand that, but why 
not the belt? 

MICHAELS: Well, there are other 
aspects of wrestling that Shawn 
Michaels wants to know. I mean, if 
you are going to completely domi- 
nate this sport, there’s more to 
wrestling than what is going on in 
the ring. Let’s face it, | am a ring 
general. There isn’t anybody in the 
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world of wrestling that can teach 
me something | don’t already 
know. I am the greatest wrestler 
around. There’s other aspects that | 
want to learn and, not that the 
Intercontinental championship isn’t 
important, but I’ve been there 
twice. Maybe it is time for the 
highest goal that an athlete can 
achieve in our business, that being 
the WWF World title. 

APTER: Now, haven’t you backed 
off a little bit? You have this 
“Heartbreak Hotel” segment, and 
you haven't been wrestling regular- 
ly. Why? 

MICHAELS: Because | want a vaca- 
tion. | put my heart and soul into 
this business. I’ve given it every- 
thing, and the people know now 
that when they see Shawn Mi- 
chaels’ name on the marquee, they 


know they’re going to 
see an athlete who goes 
out and gives 100 per- 
cent of himself, and 
make his opponent give 
100 percent of himself, 
thus giving the fans the 
greatest wrestling match 
they can ever see. And 
I’ve done that. But now, 
I want to take a rest, 
take a vacation, and | 
want to learn other 
aspects of the business, 
because it is a business 
and | am a businessman. 
I am an athlete first and 
foremost, but like | said, 
this is a complex busi- 
ness and it behooves you 
to know more than just 
the wrestling. And the 
“Heartbreak Kid” wants 
to dominate this sport 
inside and out, so I’m 
learning every aspect 
there is. 

APTER: What would be 
your ring strategy against 
Bret Hart? 

MICHAELS: Well, I really 
don’t have ring strategy 
against anybody. I’ve 
wrestled every superstar 
in the World Wrestling 
Federation. I’ve been there. I know 
their strengths and weaknesses. 
APTER: So why haven’t you been 
WWF World champion? 
MICHAELS: Well, let’s face it, I’ve 
been given one shot at the, and 
that was a couple of years ago at 
the Survivor Series when | first 
won the Intercontinental title. 
Championship matches were new 
to me at the time, but since that 
time, | was never given a WWF 
championship match. And, frankly, 
most people don’t want to see a 
guy like me representing their com- 
pany. Why? Because | go against 
the rules. But eventually, when | do 
come back and wrestle, they are 
going to have to acknowledge the 
fact that | am a number-one con- 
tender. I’m a contender for every 
belt in the world, and eventually 


they’re going to have to 
give me that chance. 
APTER: Tell me, was the 
“Heartbreak Hotel” seg- 
ment your idea? 
MICHAELS: Yes, it was. 
Everything from my singles 
career up until now has 
been my idea. Everything | 
do are my own projects 
and are things that | feel I 
want to do. I’m very in 
control of my career. This 
isn’t a day of sitting back 
and asking “What have 
you done for me lately?” I 
do ... for me. | don’t 
expect anything from any- 
body. But | demand 
respect. I’ve done it. I’ve 
gone to the show. I’ve 
filled up Madison Square 
Garden and had them on 
their feet. I’ve been in 
Tokyo, Japan, and had 
them on their feet. I’ve been in 
Wembley Stadium and had them 
on their feet. And now, the 
wrestling world has to get used to 
the fact that a man of 28 that 
knows he is the greatest is going to 
run this profession, whether any- 
body likes it or not. 

APTER: You have been compared 
. to the legendary Ric Flair. Does this 
flatter you or ... 

MICHAELS: Sure it flatters me. Ric 
Flair is one of the greatest of all- 
time. It flatters me to be compared 


Of former tag team partner and singles rival Marty Jannetty, Michaels says, “Marty was satisfied 
with his career and | wasn’t. I'm a little hungrier and a little more possessive.” 


to anybody of the past. But the fact 
of the matter is, as time goes on, 
things improve. Larry Bird was 
great, Michael Jordan was better. 
Ric Flair was great, Shawn Mi- 
chaels is better. 

APTER: Last question. What ever 
happened with Marty Jannetty? Did 
you guys patch things up or... 
MICHAELS: No, not really. Not a 
lot of people knew what to think of 
the situation between Marty and 
me. But it’s a simple fact that you 
get two guys who were around 


each other everyday for a long 
time, one has different needs, the 
other doesn’t. Marty was satisfied 
with his career and | wasn’t. I’m a 
little hungrier and a little more 
possessive, and that’s something 
that’s never going to change. Marty 
was happy being Marty, Shawn 
isn’t happy unless he’s the life of 
the party. 

APTER: And you certainly believe 
you are. Thank you, Shawn. 
MICHAELS: A pleasure for you, 
Bill, I’m sure. O 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: His 
former bodyguard, Diesel, held the 
Intercontinental title, a champi- 
onship Michaels valued greatly ... 
Would he go after his best friend— 
or challenge WWF World champi- 
on Bret Hart? 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Un- 
ranked. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Attacked 
by Diesel in the dressing room area 
at Survivor Series ‘94 ... Diesel 
defeated Bob Backlund for the 
WWF World title three days later 


... Michaels went after his best 
friend and challenged him for the 
WWE title at WrestleMania XI ... 
He lost ... Went on to win the title 
on three occasions. 

CURRENT STATUS: Retired from 
active competition because of two 
injured disks in his back ... Serving 
as WWF commissioner. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “There’s nothing like the 
experience of chatting with Mi- 
chaels one-on-one. Michaels spoke 
of his respect for Ric Flair during 


the interview, and they remind me 
of each other in many respects. 
Flair was criticized in the late-’70s 
for being too arrogant, just like 
Michaels in the ‘90s. They both 
lived up to their boasts.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “As much as | like 
chillin’ out with Willie Apter, | can’t 
say | miss his bland fashion sense 
and all his mundane questions. He’s 
Dick Cavett reincarnated, | think. 
HBK said he’d make the Earth shake 
and he was right, wasn’t he?” 
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BRET HART 


ears from now, Bret Hart will probably 
look back on 1994 as one of the most bit- 


tersweet years of his life. On the good 
side, he won has second WWF World title by 
defeating Yokozuna at WrestleMania X. He also 
became the first wrestler to be ranked number one 
in the “PWI 500” for two consecutive years. 

On the bad side, 1994 was the year in which 
Bret’s younger brother Owen turned his back on his 
family. Furious that Bret refused to tag him during a 
match against The Quebecers, though he had a badly 
injured leg, Owen turned against his brother at the 
Royal Rumble in January. 

“The Rocket” then demanded that Bret face him 
one-on-one so they could see who was the better 
Hart. Bret reluctantly agreed, and Owen pinned 
the “Hitman” at WrestleMania X—just hours 
before Bret won the World title. 

During the summer, Bret granted his brother 
numerous title shots, and beat him every time. 
The feud heated up when Jim Neidhart, Owen 
and Bret’s brother-in-law, joined Owen in pur- 
suit of the World title. After Bret beat Owen in 
a grueling steel cage bout at SummerSlam, 
Neidhart and Owen shoved him back into the 
cage and attacked him. It was then that 
another brother-in-law, Davey Boy Smith, 
entered the feud, taking Bret’s side. The 
Hart family feud rolls on. , . 

New challengers, including King Kong i" ee 
Bundy and Bob Backlund, are now pur- j 
suing Bret’s belt. As usual, he hasn’t \ ™ 
backed down from a single one of them. \=— =" 
Senior Editor Bill Apter recently had a 
chance to talk to Bret about a variety of topics. “We 
spoke for about 40 minutes,” After reported. “Bret is 
a real pro and a fine man. He always has been. 
These can’t be the easiest days for him and his 
family, but he was willing to answer any question 
| asked.” 


APTER: If you were a 
wrestling fan, and Bret Hart 
the wrestler did not exist, 
who would you have ex- 
pected to see in the number- 
one 1 position in the “PWI 
500”? 

HART: Wow, that’s a tough 
question. | would go with 
«.. Shawn Michaels. If | 
wasn’t in the picture, I’d say | 
he’s the best. He’s the one | 
think can carry wrestling to 
the next level. [Editor’s 
note: Michaels was ranked 
number five in the “500.”] 
APTER: Other than defend- 
ing the World tag team belts 
with Diesel, he hasn’t gotten 
a shot at your belt in years. 
Why not, if he’s such a great F 
talent? ; 
HART: I think he’s just bid- 
ing his time and he’s on the | 
way back full-swing now. 
His career has followed an 
interesting pattern. He’s a 
tag team champion, and a 
former Intercontinental 
champion. My belt is the only one 
left for him to attain. Very few peo- 
ple attain it at all, and only Pedro 
Morales and I have had all three. 
Shawn Michaels is very capable of 
doing it as well. I’m sure Diesel is 
going to set records in our sport as 
well, 

APTER: Unlike you and Michaels, 
Diesel is not a technical wrestler. 
He relies on his power and size to 
win. 

HART: Anyone that big, who has 
even a fraction of the ability Shawn 
Michaels or | do, has a huge advan- 
tage. Size is an incredible thing. 
When | think back even to Hulk 
Hogan just a few years ago, when 
he was in his prime, he was an 
immovable force. He wasn’t a great 
technical wrestler, but because of 
his size and his strength, it was 
impossible for a technical wrestler 
to capitalize on him in the ring, As 
he got smaller over the years, he’s 
become a lot more vulnerable. 
Diesel is young and powerful and 
he’s got a lot of high energy, too. 


That all spells success to me. 
APTER: Diesel and Michaels both 
ultimately want your title. Do you 
see that building up as a feud 
between the two? 

HART: I’ve seen that disease in tag 
teams for years. The British Bull- 
ogs, The Rockers—an endless list of 
tag teams—are friends, enemies, 
and then friends again. 

APTER: That never happened 
between you and Jim Neidhart? 
HART: That was a real unusual situ- 
ation, an exception to the rule. As a 
team, we never had one single 
argument in over six years of tag 
team wrestling. We never slammed 
doors on each other in the locker 
room like lots of other teams. |! 
spent more time with Jim Neidhart 
than I did with my wife and kids. 
We had a great bond. We lost the 
title and Jim and | were still fine 
with each other. The only real 
problem between Jim and | was 
that after a period of time, his 
career went stagnant. My career 
seemed to get just higher and high- 


Bret Hart battled his younger brother, Owen, throughout the summer of 1994; the bitterness 
between them shows no signs of subsiding. The “Hitman” would like to reconcile, but says it’s 
up to Owen to take the first step and put aside his anger. 


er. That’s when dissension and jeal- 
ousy set in. | know Jim says I never 
called him and thanked him for 
everything he did for the team, but 
that’s not true. I did call him, | did 
stay in touch. After a while it 
became very awkward, difficult for 
me to brag about all my achieve- 
ments and, at the same time, ask 
him how he was doing, and have 
him say he hasn’t done anything. It 
made it difficult. So you space your 
calls, you don’t want to feel like 
you’re bragging. He never made 
any effort to call. 

APTER: Back then, did you have 
any idea he was planning to poison 
Owen against you? 

HART: I never assumed that until 
King of the Ring. Owen and Jim 
became good friends when they 
were The New Foundation. Jim had 
a falling-out with the promotion 
and left on a bad note. Owen was 
very sympathetic to Jim’s cause; 
they were really close, as I also was 
with Jim. | never sensed he had bad 
feelings toward me. If anything, | 
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Jim Neidhart is now getting most of the title shots 
against Hart. Bret says they never argued when 
they were together as The Hart Foundation, and 
he was shocked to see his brother-in-law join 
Owen in attacks against him. 


felt he was very supportive of me. 
APTER: What would happen if Jim 
Neidhart beat you for the title, or if 
Owen. beat you? Would their bond 
remain? 

HART: Their friendship would end 
right there. 

APTER: We feel that Owen’s gotten 
too many title shots. What do you 
think? 

HART: It’s time to move on. I'd 
like to end it. | was never comfort- 
able from the onset of this fighting 
family members. No one is more 
tired of this than I am. I respect 
Owen's wrestling ability, but I 


want to go on to new challenges. 
I’m anxious to head to fresh water 
now. 

APTER: Owen has failed to win 
both your belt and Razor Ramon’s 
Intercontinental title. If he were 
standing face-to-face with you, 
what would you say to him? 

HART: The difference between 
Owen and me is that Owen has 
no support anymore. You don’t 
realize how important that is 
until it is gone. The fan support 
makes an incredible difference. 
They can bring you back to life 
during a match when you think 


it’s lost, when you feel 
like giving up. In Owen’s 
case, he has no fan sup- 
port. He’s got to get that 
back again. 

APTER: During the holi- 
days, your parents will 
undoubtedly be calling all 
the family members to- 
gether. What will happen 
with you and Owen and 
Neidhart? 

HART: I am open to ... all 
Owen has to do ... I 
mean, forgiveness is a big 
word. | would be willing 
to bury the hatched at 
any time. | could see 
Christmas as a great time 
for that. | don’t foresee 
this. But | am not the 
problem. | don’t think 
Owen will want to shake 
hands and make up. | 
would welcome it. | think 
he realizes that at home, 
it’s got to be a truce. He'll 
be there with his son and 
his wife and hopefully 
will leave his anger in the 
locker room. My folks 
have a big house, so we 
may not have too much 
face-to-face contact. It’s a 
shame. Sometimes we’re 
booked on the same 
flights together and we 
just don’t communicate. 
There’s just an eerie 
silence there. 

APTER: Did you bring 
Davey Boy Smith into the feud? 
HART: Yes, | did. | wanted him at 
King of the Ring, not Neidhart, 
because Davey was familiar with 
Diesel’s past. | was talked into let- 
ting Jim become my sidekick 
instead. | just said okay. As you 
know, Jim had ulterior motives. 
APTER: Will another family mem- 
ber come out of the woodwork and 
keep this family feud going? 

HART: I don’t think so. | thought 
SummerSlam would be the final 
chapter, but it looks like Davey is 
being drawn into this. Neidhart 
always says Davey is not family, 


but he’s every bit as much family 
as Jim is. 

APTER: Let’s move on and discuss 
Bob Backlund. Why do you think 
he snapped? 

HART: | feel sorry for him. You 
can’t make people cheer for some- 
one. He was one of the nicest guys 
who ever got into pro wrestling, if 
not the best. He never cursed ... 
such a good man. He lost his sup- 
port from the fans, they almost 
booed him out of the building 
every night. | don’t know why. 
That really affected him. 

APTER: What happens if he gets 
you in the chicken wing? 

HART: I have not worked out a 
countermove for this. This is when 
the excellence of execution comes 
in, to sit down with my dad and go 
back into the dungeon and work on 
a counter. There might not be a 
way out, so you have to try not to 
get into it. 

APTER: What about King Kong 
Bundy? 

HART: | see him as a very serious 
threat. Like Yokozuna or Bam Bam 
Bigelow, those heavy guys are real- 
ly difficult to wrestle. You go in 
with the idea that you’re going to 
take a pretty good beating. You get 
pounded and pummeled for as long 
as you can take it. Bundy has great 
endurance. He’s a machine. He’s a 
real danger to my title. O 


Hart has faced Diesel 
several times during the 
last year, and is im- 
pressed by the rule- 
breaker's size and 
strength. He predicts a 

~~ bright future for the for- 
mer Intercontinental 
champ. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Suffered a clean loss to his younger 
brother Owen at WrestleMania X 
... Rebounded to defeat Yokozuna 
for the WWF World title on the 
same card ... The family feud 
grew, with Jim Neidhart joining 
Owen, and Davey Boy Smith sid- 
ing with Bret. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
Top 10; No. 1 in WWF; No. 2 in 
Most Popular, 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Lost the 
WWF World title to Bob Backlund 
on November 23, 1994, because 
Owen convinced his mother, 


Helen, to throw in the towel during 
their submission match ... De- 
feated Diesel for his third WWF 
title on November 19, 1995 ... 
Captured two WWF titles in 1997 
before his controversial departure 
for WCW. 

CURRENT STATUS: After three 
lackluster U.S. title reigns, he 
seems lost in the WCW shuffle .. 
Respected, but not trusted, by the 
fans. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “Everyone’s asking, ‘What's 
wrong with Bret Hart?’ I’m here to 
tell you that Bret Hart hasn't 


changed at all. He’s still dedicated 
to his craft, still a great talent, and 
still very sensitive. Hart was com- 
pletely dejected when he was 
betrayed by Vince McMahon. 
Unfortunately, in WCW, he feels 
everyone has betrayed him.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “| remember 1995 
very well. The feud between Diesel 
and Shawn Michaels stole the 
show. Diesel vs. Michaels head- 
lined WrestleMania XI. | was bid- 
ing my time in the background for 
the entire year ... kind of like I’m 
doing now.” 


hen Sting, Lex Luger, and Randy 
A/a stepped into the ring at Bash 
at the Beach on July 7, they knew 
only who two of their three opponents that 
night would be. One opponent would be Kevin 
Nash. A second would be Scott Hall. But the 
identity of the third member of the team, 
assumed to be another former WWF wrestler, 
they had no idea. 

But it didn’t matter, they said. They had the 
job of defending the honor of WCW against 
these invaders who had issued a challenge. 

Less than a half-hour later, it did matter. 

The mystery man hadn‘t arrived when the open- 
ing bell rang. He still wasn’t there when Luger 
was carried from the ring on a stretcher. Then 
Hulk Hogan emerged from the runway and 
entered the ring. The wrestling world, including 
millions of “Hulkamaniacs,” held its breath. 

The fans’ worst fears were realized when 
Hogan legdropped the fallen Savage and high- 
fived Hall and Nash. As fans pelted the ring 
with trash, Hogan told Gene Okerlund that he 
was responsible for the success of “that organi- 
zation up north [the WWF] and WCW, but that 
the fans had betrayed him. He referred to the 
fans as “crap” and later added, “It’s time for 
Hulk Hogan to look out for Hulk Hogan, broth- 
er. I’ve been standing up for these people for a 
lot of years, and what thanks do | get? Nothing! 
Those people can stick it.” 

Among the shocked viewers of this incredible 
scene was Sting, who up until that point had 
considered himself a friend of Hogan. They 
were part of an alliance that protected WCW 
from rulebreaking groups such as The Four 
Horsemen and Dungeon of Doom. Sting 
watched as Hogan moved to the other side. 

He was still in shock over the events of July 7 
when he sat down for an interview with Editor- 
in-Chief Dave Lenker and Senior Writers Dave 
Rosenbaum and Steve Anderson. 


“Hulk Hogan broke a 
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STEVE ANDER- 
SON: Sting, 
there is really only 
one possible place 
to start this, and 
that’s with the 
events of July 7 in 
Daytona Beach, 
as Hulk Hogan 
shocked everyone 
by appearing as 
the third man on 
the Kevin Nash- 
Scott Hall team. 
What was your 


initial reaction 
when you saw 
Hogan? 


STING: Well, like 
most people, | 
had heard the 
rumors that Ho- 
gan would be the 
third member of 
the team, but like 
just about every- 
one, | discounted 
them as being too 
ridiculous. | mean, 
Hulk Hogan, one 
of the greatest fan 
favorites of all- 
time, right? He had an exceptional 
record of loyalty to the fans and, 
most importantly in my mind, the 
fans were so loyal to him. These 
fans loved Hogan enough to make 
him rich, and | honestly believed 
Hogan loved his role as a man who 
was beloved by millions. So, to get 
back to your question, Steve, when 
he came out, | figured he was 
coming out to help us. 

DAVE LENKER: Meaning you and 
Savage. 

STING: Yeah, naturally, there 
was no doubt in my mind. In 
fact, | didn’t even notice any- 
thing different about the way he 
was looking or acting. Here was 
the “Hulkster,” and he was com- 
ing to save the day again. 
ANDERSON: And then he leg- 
dropped Savage a few times and 
high-fived Hall and Nash. 
STING: I'll tell you, guys: | 
couldn’t believe what | was see- 


ing. | mean, look at Savage. 
Here’s a guy who came to WCW 
and had a choice. He didn’t have 
to forget all the things that hap- 
pened between him and Hogan, 
but he did, and he sacrificed him- 
self for Hogan. Remember when 
“Macho” won the battle royal for 
the World title and Hogan went 
nuts because he thought he was 
cheated? Well, he was cheated. It 
was definitely the wrong deci- 
sion, but if he had an ounce of 
graciousness or humility, he 
would’ve let “Macho” have his 
moment. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: C’mon, 
Sting, you're just confirming what 
a lot of people said all along, that 
Hogan is a self-centered, egotisti- 
cal phony, who doesn’t care 
about anybody but himself. Isn’t 
that what it’s all about? 

STING: I don’t know. I’m con- 
fused about what’s happened. 


Sting has had numerous chances to win the WCW World title from The Giant, but he hasn’t done it yet. 
Now that Hulk Hogan has turned rulebreaker, Sting says he won't rule out teaming with The Giant in 
matches against Hogan. 


Hulk Hogan has been one of the 
most popular wrestlers in the 
world for over a decade. His 
record is impeccable. Some guys 
have gone back and forth a few 
times, not quite knowing what’s 
best for themselves, but Hogan’s 
been on the straight and narrow 
for so long. That’s why every- 
body was so shocked. They felt 
betrayed, and | don’t blame them 
one bit. He told them to stick it? 
He’s the one who can stick it. 
LENKER: You said, and | quote, 
“This is a dark day for wrestling. 
If you can’t trust Hulk, who can 
you trust?” 

STING: Exactly. Couldn’t have 
said it better myself. (Laughs) 
Hulk Hogan was a symbol to a 
lot of people. He’s been preach- 
ing to kids for a long time, and 
they’ve been listening to him. 
Heck, | know I’m popular, but 
I’ve sometimes envied his audi- 
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Scott Hall and Kevin Nash punish Sting during that now-infamous Bash at the Beach 


match. Until Hogan actually started legdropping Randy Savage that night, Sting 


thought the “Hulkster” was on his side. 


ence. It’s like he was a superhero 
or something. Kids loved him, 
and adults loved him, too. How 
often do you see that? And the 
fans, the way they supported 
him, they were a part of his suc- 
cess. So you see what I’m saying. 
Hulk Hogan broke a trust 
between himself and the fans, 
and | gotta tell you, there’s no 
going back on this one. It’s one 
thing to forgive The Booty Man, 
but it’s another thing to forgive 
Hulk Hogan. This is the ultimate 
betrayal. 

ANDERSON: Do you feel be- 
trayed personally? 

STING: This isn’t really about 
me. I’ve always said that me and 
Hogan are after the same belts, 
and even though he’s friendly 
competition, he’s still competi- 
tion. | think a few times Hogan 
thought | was getting in his way, 
and | had to set him straight. I'd 
tell him, “Hulk, I’m not in this 


for you.” Betrayed? We were 
teammates and pretty good 
friends. There was somewhat of 
an alliance there between Ho- 
gan, “Macho,” Lex, and my- 
self, although | guess you could 
say it was always a shaky one. | 
think wrestling has been 
betrayed. 

ROSENBAUM: You know, Sting, | 
have to laugh at what you're say- 
ing. | mean this whole idea that 
wrestling was betrayed. That’s 
like saying you were betrayed by 
the door-to-door insurance sales- 
man who claimed to be con- 
cerned about you and your fami- 
ly. That's like saying you were 
betrayed by a politician. It was 
unbelievable when Hogan said, 
“It's time for Hulk Hogan to look 
out for Hulk Hogan.” Who else 
has he ever looked out for? 
STING: What’s your question, 
Dave? 

ROSENBAUM: How could you be 


so gullible? 

STING: Because you look at the 
record and see a streak of consis- 
tency, 12 years of being nothing 
but a fan favorite. That’s just 
about unprecedented in this 
sport ... 

ROSENBAUM: You'll reach it, 
won't you? 

STING: If I’m around for another 
five or six years, sure, I’ll reach 
it, but like | was saying, you have 
to judge a person by his record. I 
know some people thought 
Hogan was egotistical and out 
for himself, but examine the 
record. He said the right things. 
He stayed on the right side. He 
gave his time to kids ... 
ROSENBAUM: So maybe you’re 
shocked because Hogan had the 
gravy train rolling along for 12 
years and did something that 
might stop it. 

STING: You might be right, but 
in any case, this is tragic. Kids 
count on their heroes. Now | feel 
the pressure is really on for me 
to watch myself and how | act. 
This is an enormous responsibili- 
ty. People say athletes shouldn’t 
have to be role models, but that’s 
not reality. We are, like it or not. 
Hogan’s gone to the wrong side. 
Now | have to step forward 
more. 

LENKER: It’s a tough job, but ... 
STING: Yeah, somebody has to 
do it. Might as well be me. 
Listen, | know the fans aren’t in 
the mood for promises right now, 
but they can count on me. All the 
little “Stingers” out there don’t 
have to worry. I’m not going to 
sit here and call myself a hero, 
but if | am a hero to some peo- 
ple, then I’m a hero they can 
count on, 

ANDERSON: Not to change the 
subject, but do you still have your 
sights set on the WCW World 
title? You've had a lot of shots at 
it, but... 

STING: Yeah, | haven’t forgotten 
about that. I’m real close to figur- 
ing out The Giant. I’m almost 
there, but he’s hard to beat. You 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Watched his supposed friend Hulk 
Hogan legdrop Randy Savage during 
a match against Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash as the New World Order began 
its assault on July 7 ... A top con- 
tender to the WCW World title held 
by The Giant ... Would he assist the 
Dungeon of Doom and The Four 
Horsemen in order to fight the 
NWO? 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 9 in 
Top 10; No. 2 in WCW; No. 5 in Tag 
Teams (with Lex Luger); No. 2 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Sting fought 
alongside Lex Luger and Randy 


Savage for a few months until the 
NWO Sting hit the scene ... Most 
people, including Luger, initially 
assumed it was the real Sting ... 
Sickened by the accusations, Sting 
discontinued his active role and 
lurked in the rafters for 15 months ... 
Defeated Hollywood Hogan for the 
WCW title twice upon his return to 
the ring. 

CURRENT STATUS: Was on hiatus 
for a few months to rest nagging 
injuries and spend time with his fami- 
ly, but he recently returned to compe- 
tition on WCW arena shows. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 
Lenker): “Interviewing Sting was an 


make one mistake and he’s got you. 
LENKER: Does the situation with 
Hogan, Nash, and Hall put you 
and Savage and Luger on the 
same side as The Giant?, Would 
you team with him if necessary? 
STING: It might very well come 
to that. | liken this thing to a real 
country vs. country war. If 
World War III started tomorrow, 
there would be a lot of Amer- 
icans who might not like each 
other much fighting on the same 
side. You have to get your priori- 
ties straight. Me and The Giant 
have been feuding for a while, 
but look at the big picture and 
you'll see that we’re both part of 
WCW. This is a much bigger 
fight. We could put aside our dif- 
ferences and fight together 
against Hogan. Hey, for once | 
might enjoy seeing him choke- 
slam somebody. We'll see. 
ANDERSON: Sting, thanks for 
your time. 

STING: It’s my pleasure, guys, 
even under these unfortunate cir- 
cumstances. To tell you the 
truth, it’s my duty. O 


Hogan and Sting wrestled each other 
just one time before the Bash at the 
Beach fiasco, and they embraced after- 
ward. Now the “Stinger” can’t wait to 


get his hands on him again; there'll be 
no hugs after their next match. 


absolute coup at the time because he 
seemed most affected by Hogan's 
actions. He must be going through 
the same emotions now since his best 
friend, Lex Luger, has joined the re- 
formed NWO. But | still had to 
scratch my head when Sting joined 
the Wolfpac in the first place.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “| knew back then that 
the NWO would be bad news for 
WCW. Three years later, they’re still 
bad news, only some of the faces 
have changed. I’ve always had my 
doubts about Nash, but | never 
expected Lex to become one of 
Hollywood Hogan’s stooges.” 
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KIMBERLY 


an beauty be a curse? Ask Kimberly. For 
( it was her beauty that ignited the flames 

of hatred between “Diamond” Dallas 
Page and Randy Savage and subsequently result- 
ed in attacks on her and DDP. 

In a short amount of time, Kimberly had 
become one of the top managers in professional 
wrestling. She guided the careers of Page and 
Johnny B. Badd (Marc Mero), both former WCW 
TV champions. Her last managerial stint was 
with The Booty Man. That pairing just never 
seemed to work, and when Booty dropped out of 
sight, Kimberly did the same. 

Quietly, she reconciled with Page, whom we 
just found out has been her husband for five 
years, and pursued modeling. She even appeared 
in an issue of Playboy’s Nude Celebrities, which 
of course, caught the eye of Savage and Liz. 

Her return to WCW was less than spectacular. 
During a shouting match between Page and 
Savage (with Elizabeth in tow) at Uncensored, 
Kimberly emerged from the back covered in 
spray paint, courtesy of the New World Order. 
Savage and Liz soon were attacking both of 
them. A feud was born, and Kimberly, whether 
she wanted to be or not, was back in the WCW 
spotlight. 

Make no mistake about it. This is not the same 
passive cheerleader who blindly followed a 
nefarious Page a few years back. She has become 
much stronger and much more assertive. Instead 
of cowering from conflict, she faces it head on. 
She and Page are now united against a common 
enemy, and they are determined to avenge the 
emotional humiliation and physical injuries. 

Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker, Managing Editor 
Brandi Mankiewicz, and Senior Writer Steve 
Anderson sat down with her before a recent 
WCW show. 


DAVE LENKER: Kimberly, 
thank you for your time | 
and welcome back. 
KIMBERLY: Thanks, Dave. | 
But | wish it were under | 
better circumstances. I’ve 
wanted to come back to | 
Dallas’ side for some time 
now. You all know now | 
that we’ve been married 
for a while, but we tried 
to keep that part of our | 
lives private. We had 
some problems, but we | 
didn’t want our lives 
played out in front of 
everyone. That’s what | 
Savage and Elizabeth have 
always done. | didn’t want 
to come back to the WCW 
like this. | didn’t want the | 
NWO to force me out. 
BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: A 
great deal has been made | 
of the new Kimberly. Tell 
me, what’s new? It seems 
to me that you’re still in 
the shadow of your man 
and still more beauty than 
brains. 

KIMBERLY: ! will admit that | am 
not the same woman | was a few 
years ago. I was new to the 
wrestling business. Dallas was dif- 
ferent, too. He thought that he 
needed to act the way he did to get 
ahead. And I reached a point that | 
needed to get away first from 
Dallas, then from wrestling alto- 
gether. But we have both done a 
great deal of growing since then, 
and our marriage has never been 
stronger. 

STEVE ANDERSON: Did your 
breakup with Johnny B. Badd and 
the lack of success with The Booty 
Man contribute to that? 
KIMBERLY: In a way. | still had 
strong feelings for Dallas personal- 
ly. He was still my husband. The 
other guys are good wrestlers. They 
were just not good matches overall 
for me. It always seemed like sec- 
ond best. Dallas and | had prob- 
lems, but we were very good 
together then, and we’re even bet- 
ter now. 


Elizabeth show 
proud of that layout. 


The feud between Randy Savage and Dallas Page really heated up when the “Macho Man” and 
ed off the pictures that appeared in Playboy’s Nude Celebrities. Kimberly is 


LENKER: How have you kept your- 
self busy since you’ve been away? 
KIMBERLY: I’ve been enjoying my 
time off, Dave. Recharging the old 
batteries. I’ve done some behind- 
the-scenes work with WCW. I’ve 
devoted a great deal of time to 
modeling and fitness competitions, 
and it’s worked out very well. 
MANKIEWICZ: Obviously, we all 
saw the Playboy magazine featured 
on the last Uncensored. 

KIMBERLY: I’m not ashamed of it. 
In fact, it’s flattering to be included 
in a magazine that has also fea- 
tured beautiful women like Pamela 
Anderson and Jenny McCarthy. | 
work very hard to keep myself in 
shape. Unfortunately, some people 
took it the wrong way. Like Randy 
Savage and Elizabeth. They used it 
to provoke Dallas and me into a 
fight. 

MANKIEWICZ: If you were so 
proud of it, why didn’t you guys 
make a big deal of it, and why not 
come right out and admit you were 
married? 


a 


KIMBERLY: | really don’t appreci- 
ate the tone of that question. | am 
very proud of the layout, but | 
don’t need to shove the magazine 
in everyone’s face. And as far as 
my marriage is concerned, I think | 
have every right to keep my per- 
sonal life out of this. Now everyone 
knows about me and Dallas, and 
that’s okay. 

ANDERSON: Were you surprised 
by the attack? After all, the NWO 
has built its reputation on sinking to 
the lowest levels. 

KIMBERLY: You’re right. But I can’t 
worry about everything | do out- 
side of wrestling. Dallas is their tar- 
get right now. The magazine had 
very little to do with it. They would 
have found something else. But 
since they humiliated me—or tried 
to humiliate me—in the process, | 
will be more than happy to stick 
my nose in the business of the New 
World Order. 

LENKER: So we can consider this a 
full-time return to WCW? 
KIMBERLY: Again, I wish the cir- 


cumstances were better, but you 
could say that | will be a little more 
active than | was in the past. WCW 
is my home and Dallas’ home. The 
NWO threatens that. On top of 
that, what Savage and Liz did to us 
will not go unpunished. They'll 
wish they never messed with us. 
MANKIEWICZ: So you’re going to 
watch his back? You’re going to 
protect DDP from Hogan, Hall, 
Nash, Savage, and everyone else in 
the NWO? 

KIMBERLY: | know where you are 
going with that, Brandi. I’m not 
picking a fight with them, if that’s 
what you mean. The only one that | 
feel | need to confront physically is 
Elizabeth. No one—you heard me 
right—no one does what she did 
and gets away with it. Unlike 
Savage, Dallas is not the type of 
man who would raise his hand to a 
woman. 

ANDERSON: So you would? You 
would actually get in the ring and 
wrestle Elizabeth? 


Though Kimberly wanted to keep her marriage to Dallas Page secret, she’s now happy that everyone 
knows they’re a close couple. 


KIMBERLY: Wrestling is a crazy 
sport. Put it this way: If she contin- 
ues to stick her nose where it 
doesn’t belong, I'll give Elizabeth 
exactly what she deserves and do 
what Dallas won't do to her. I’m not 
a wrestler, but I’m tougher than 
those two think. | don’t think 
Elizabeth would want to do anything 
that might cause her to break a nail. 
LENKER: A great many things have 
happened since you left WCW. In 
your mind, what's the biggest 
change, and are things better than 
before? 

KIMBERLY: Obviously the New 
World Order. | was so saddened to 
see Hulk Hogan turn the way he 
did back in July. When | managed 
The Booty Man, | got to know him 
very well. | never saw it coming. I 
hate the NWO-WCW war. 
MANKIEWICZ: So what's up with 
that Booty Man nowadays, or what- 
ever he’s calling himself? | haven’t 
seen much of him since the NWO 
rejected him. 


KIMBERLY: I hope he comes back, 
Brandi. He is a man who loves 
wrestling and loves his fans. | don’t 
fault him for trying to join up with 
Hogan. After all, they have been 
friends forever, and they had just 
reunited. He did not want to lose 
that again. But Hogan showed 
what he’s really like when he 
turned against him. 

ANDERSON: You were with Hogan 
toward the tail end of his career as 
a fan favorite. Did you see any indi- 
cations that he would change so 
dramatically? 

KIMBERLY: Like I said, Steve, | had 
no idea whatsoever. From what | 
could see, he was a happy man in 
love with WCW and his “Hulk- 
amaniacs.” He had his frustrations 
with fans that would boo him, but 
he always looked toward the posi- 
tive, not the negative. 

LENKER: So with chapter two of 
your career underway, what are your 
goals for yourself and Dallas beyond 
the Savage and Elizabeth feud? 


KIMBERLY: Our goals are like the 
goals of other wrestlers. | think 
Dallas has the tools to take himself 
all the way to the top. Hogan has 
held and disgraced that World title 
for far too long. | think that the 
NWO and many others are over- 
looking him. But that’s when he’s 
at his most dangerous. When he is 
underestimated, he has the ability 
to shock the world. It would be the 
pinnacle for both of our careers, 
and this time, we would share the 
success. 

MANKIEWICZ: With the intensity 
of this feud with Savage, Liz, and 
the New World Order growing so 
fast, do you feel that you’re in 
over your head? Hogan and his 
crew have done a great deal of 
damage. It’s you two against the 
NWO. 

KIMBERLY: | wouldn’t be doing 
this if 1 didn’t think that | could 
handle it. Dallas and | are up for 
the challenge. We are focused on 
avenging the attacks on us and our 
good names. The NWO hasn’t seen 
a fight until they see what DDP 
and Kimberly can do. 
ANDERSON: We thank you for 
your time, Kimberly, and good luck. 
KIMBERLY: | appreciate it. It was 
my pleasure. O 


After seeing her husband get embar- 
rassed by Savage at Uncensored, 
Kimberly vowed to help him in this 


feud in any way she can. 


WHY SHE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Dallas Page earned legions of fans 
with his stance against the NWO 
... But he earned plenty of ene- 
mies, including newly inducted 
NWO member Randy Savage ... 
The “Macho Man” and Elizabeth 
tried to irritate Page by showing 
everyone Kimberly’s pictorial in 
Playboy’s Nude Celebrities. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Neu- 
tralized the interference of 
Elizabeth, enabling Page to earn 
several victories over Savage ... 


Stopped accompanying Page to the 
ring because DDP was worried 
about her safety at ringside. 
CURRENT STATUS: Leader of the 
Nitro girls .,. Scott Steiner wants to 
make her one of his “freaks.” 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Brandi Mankiewicz): “Kimberly 
was a major distraction for Page 
during his feud with Savage. Just a 
few months ago, she slips back- 
ward and blames it on Scott 
Steiner. Then, when Steiner’s just 
trying to get away from her raving 


lunatic husband, she falls out of the 
getaway car. Door locks have been 
around for years, babe.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “Wrestling has been 
wonderful to Page and me, but | 
wish something could be done 
about all the wrong that takes 
place. First, | can’t believe we're 
still talking about the NWO two 
years later. Second, animals like 
Steiner shouldn't be involved. And 
| hear Savage is coming back soon. 
He shouldn’t be trusted.” 


CALL US AND ORDER WITH A CREDIT CARD: 


@&  1-(716)-483-5756 


You'll find out who is the next victim for Mike Fortune, Hitman for Hire, when you 
order Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! You'll marvel at the incredible 
wrestlers in the GWF, wrestling’s federation of the future! 


Champions of the Galaxy is a collectible action game played with cards, dice and 
charts. You play it on a table, like a board game. YOU decide who will fight for the 
GWF Championship Belt! YOU decide to throw a wrestler into the ropes or out of 
the ring! YOU set up awesome supercards like the ones you see in the WWF, WCW 
and ECW! Did you ever think how cool it would be to run your own wrestling 
federation? Champions of the Galaxy is your chance! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s most popular game since 1986! 
We're the best and we've been around long enough to prove it! Our loyal fan fol- 
lowing Keeps demanding new editions and new wrestlers. Don’t hesitate! Can you 
face the Future of Wrestling? 


CHECK OUT NEWS, RANKINGS, WRESTLING LINKS AND MORE! 


VISIT OUR COOL WEBSITE AND ORDER ONLINE! 


www.gwiwrestling.com 


WHO WILL BE THE NEXT VICTIM 


OF THE HITMAN FOR HIRE? 


Champions of 

the Galaxy is a 
fast-paced action 
game played with 
wresiler cards, 

dice andcharts. . 
You'llbe running \% 
your own wrestling 
federation and you can even create 


Soe 


hee 
Xe 


WIN CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY PRIZES AT WHOO!: your own wrestlers! 
www.whoowrestling.com 


THE STARTING POINT ON THE WEB FOR WRESTLING FANS! 


| Receive a FREE GAME CARD for Greg “The Hammer” Valentine when 
J you order Champions of the Galaxy Wrestling Game with this order form! 
a a eS 


| Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. 


[_] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION 


Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to 
play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 
WIESHONDIGVINGIGATOSL : caine srs vss aly aravin als ale nepis ee siete Coen $15 


[| FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! Over 


60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! 
Includes Bishop Hell!..............c00seceeeeee Special Price —$51 


[] ALL TWENTY-TWO GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing 


cards plus TWENTY-TWO game books! 
Includes Hitman for Hire and Code Enforcer...... Special Price —$159 
SAVE OVER $100 


Please send the game editions I’ve marked to: 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Mail this coupon with a Allow 2-4 weeks 
check or money order to: for delivery. 

Send us a money 
Filsinger Games order and we'll mail 
P.O, Box 3493 your game(s) 


Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 _ right away! 
KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK 
ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! 


All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an 
additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. 
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For a limited time, we 
are making the prestigious 
PWI T-shirt available to our 
readers. The last time we 
sold the PWI “T” wasm 42 


nearly 10 years ago! ; 


Don’t miss your chance to get 
this 100% preshrunk cotton, 
Hanes Beefy T, with an oversized 
three-color version of one of the 
most recognized logos in 
wrestling. These high quality 
’ black shirts are only $16.95 (plus 
$2.50 for shipping and handling). 


YES, | would like to order a Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt. 
| have enclosed $16.95 (plus §2.50 for shipping and han- 
dling) for each T-shirt ordered. My check or money order is 
made payable to London Publishing Co. or | provided my 
credit card information to charge my purchase. ; 


Name 
Address 


“ Apt. # 


City State Zip 


(] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


« 


C) VISA # 
| MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: i 


MO/ YR 


Signature: 


me ieee As 


a 


Sub-total 


Postage & Handling, add $2.50 per shirt 
Eor orders outside the U.S. add $5 per shirt ~ 


Total Enclosed 


SEND TO: 
London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. International money 
orders in U.S. funds only. 


4914/01-99/4c 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about... 


IvlDadS MZIAMSLNI GSLVHLSNT1I DNILLSSYM Od 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


‘BD This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial pho 
*Cost per minute in the United States is daa 99. ih pe per r mi 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the Uni 
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